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weight on his shoulders? It 

turned out there was only one 

mouse in the house and that 

was a dachshund who went by 

that name. (By the way, there is 

no point in calling ‘Mouse’ as 

she is completely deaf! Also 

there was a cat but, he lives 

When we won the night’s 

B&B accommodation in a 

raffle on the recent Ramble, 

we were thrilled and delighted 

to actually win something for 

once and to win a prize that 

promised a night of unex-

pected luxury. Situated 45 

mins north of Gawler in Eu-

dunda, the B&B is run by Di 

Whatling, sister of Sue of 

Minxy/Holland fame.  

Upon reflection we mused a 

little over the name ‘Mouse 

House on Bruce’. Was this a 

gentle hint that there were 

occasional plagues of mice in 

Eudunda? And who was 

Bruce? Did he object to the 
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outside in the dog kennel! (Does 

every animal in Eudunda have 

an identity crisis?) And Bruce? 

The house is on Bruce Street, 

which is the main street of Eu-

dunda so it’s easy to find and 

within easy walking distance of 

all the night-life. 

It turned out we chose a very 

wet and windy weekend to 

spend in Eudunda. We arrived 

during a heavy shower which 

had the wide gutters running 

nearly as fast as “The Murray” in 

flood but not as deep so the 

tinny was not needed. Bring a 

car or rubber boots. 

Di welcomed us warmly, ex-

plaining that such weather was 

only once a year. (Oh yeah.) We 

were offered under-cover park-

ing. As we entered, our expecta-

tions were more than fulfilled. 

The B&B accommodation is at 

the rear and is beautifully ap-

pointed and decorated. Awaiting 

us was a nice bottle of red, choc-

olates, nuts, a decanter of port, 

and even a beer in the fridge. 

The reverse-cycle air condition-
(Continued on page 8) 

Louisa & Lew with Di  

http://www.aerofloat.com.au 

Corporate member Aerofloat™ (Australia) Pty Ltd specialises in 

waste water (greywater) treatment systems and kindly donated 

prize money for the 2013 River Ramble. 

The Spring Edition of 

the Rambler is due be pub-

lished in November 
2013. 

Email electronic contribu-

tions & advertisements to 

the webmaster by Friday 
the 25th October. 



Well, It has been a busy time! 
Work on the RMBOA weekly 
newsletter and this magazine 
have been on-hold for the 
past month or so because of 
other job-related activities.   

Separations 

It has also been a time of 
change for other members of 
the Committee which a cou-
ple of them preparing to enter 
retirement with a bit of a 
golden handshake, aka  a 
“Targeted Separation Pack-
age” (TSP) . 

There are a couple of more 
mundane “targeted separa-
tions” as a couple of Commit-
tee members have decided 
that it is time to take a break 
from the Committee and de-
vote more of their time to 
other activities. 

As a result. Alec and Lorraine 
will not be standing for Com-
mittee at the AGM. They 
have done an excellent job 
with both the routine and the 
not-so-routine (The Ramble). 
They will be missed on Com-
mittee by all. 

From the President’s Pen 
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President Mark Little 

For the RMBOA to continue 
to function, the members who 
step down from Committee 
must be replaced by other 
members who are prepared to 
do their bit for the Associa-
tion and their fellow mem-
bers. 

How to Get Committee 
Members? 

I was recently reading the 
Riverland Cruising Boat Club’s 
Winter Newsletter and was 
rather in awe that their com-
mittee consisted of fifteen 
(15) people. That’s right, FIF-
TEEN. 

Compare this to one of our 
recent AGMs. Only after a 
threat by the then President  
to dissolve the RMBOA could 
we get up to a mere eight (8) 
committee members. 

Not really a good look from a 
group with hundreds and 
hundreds of members. 

Being on Committee is not an 
onerous task and does not 
take up a lot of time for most 
Committee members. So, step 
up and give being on the 
Committee a go. 

RMBRAG 

The collapse of the “No-
Wash Campaign” led to the 
forming of the “River Murray 
Boating and Recreational Ad-
visory Group” (RMBRAG). 

The objective of this group is 
to become the point of con-
tact between Government and 
river users. It also seeks to 
create a Code of Coduct for 
River Users to increase har-
mony between river users and 
to provide greater protection 
for the river and its users. 

I represented the RMBOA at 
one of the meetings as I be-
lieve that the stated objectives 
are worthwhile ones. 

However, as I understand it, 
the RMBRAG is engaging in 
financial transactions as an 
unincorporated body. 

The Government Corporate 
Affairs website clearly lays out 
that with an unincorporated 
body, any liabilities of the 
group can devolve to the peo-
ple or groups involved, with-
out any limit on liability. 

I addressed the issue with the 
RMBOA Committee. It was 
agreed that the RMBOA 
should step away from the 
RMBRAG while this remains 
the case. 

Recently, I discussed the issue 
with Alby Price, Commodore 
of the Riverland Cruising 
Boat Club and we agreed that 
it would probably be prudent 
to wait until the RMBRAG 
has got its incorporation and 
insurances in order before 
becoming involved. 

Money Matters from The Treasurer by Alexa Little 

tion. 

The Ramble was a financial 

success with a cheque of $400 

being donated to the Anti-

Cancer Council. This dona-

tion was covered by monies 

collected during the Ramble. 

Only normal running expens-

es (website, printing costs and 

function subsidies) are ex-

pected until last quarter of 

2014 when planning for the 

2015 River Ramble com-

mences. 

 

The RMBO remains in a 

sound financial position with 

a balance of $15,486.66 on 

the 20th August 2013. 

The losses incurred by the 

cancelled 2012 River Ramble 

have not had a lasting affect 

on the club’s financial situa-

When the situation with the 
RMBRAG incorporation sta-
tus changes, the RMBOA’s 
position will be reconsidered. 

Next Edition of The Ram-
bler 

The next edition of The Ram-
bler will be published in No-
vember. Because of the delay 
in publishing this edition, 
there won’t be the usual three 
(3) months between this edi-
tion and the next one. As a 
result, I need people to sub-
mit articles in a much shorter 
timescale that usual. 

Next month, we should have 
space to publish member’s 
advertisements, so don’t for-
get to send them in by the 
date on the front cover if you 
want them published. 

AGM Mini-Amble & XMAS 
Mini-Amble 

The AGM will be held above 
Lock 1 and the XMAS Party 
will be held below Lock 1.  

Although the length of the 
river makes it impossible for 
all members to attend week-
end functions by boat, this 
give the largest number of 
members at least a bit of a 
chance of doing so. 

See You On The River, 
Mark 
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Sue and I set off on Friday 

from Morgan  and we arrived 

late Sunday morning in Man-

num to find a number of Ram-

blers already on the riverfront, 

Terry Geyer (Aleda I) and 

Ralph and Pat Michod (No 

Pressure)  to name a few.  We 

noticed a familiar small cruiser 

“Sinbad” belonging to Ursula 

who is a member of the RCBC 

(as we are), who became our 

newest Rambler and member, 

electing to join our fleet on her 

way to the RCBC “River Run”, 

after drinks and nibbles it was 

decided that the “early-birds” 

would book a table in the Man-

num Club for dinner on the eve 

of the gathering of the fleet in 

Mannum. 

The day of the gathering of the 

fleet dawned with more beauti-

ful weather, during the day ap-

proximately 35 boats out of the 

fleet either arrived by river or 

were trailered in at Mannum. 

Later in the afternoon the first 

of many “Rambler’s Little 

Drinks” (RLD) were held, and 

long time member Gary Love 

won the first attendance draw, 

later we retired to the Mannum 

Rowing Club for our first 

catered meal courtesy of the 

Mannum Lions Club. After 

our excellent meal certificates 

of appreciated were presented 

to the Rowing Club and Lions 

by myself deputising for Mark 

Little who was to join the 

fleet later upstream. 

The first leg of the Ramble 

began on the Tuesday and 

was yet another day of perfect 

conditions for the 35km 

cruise from Mannum. 

Our evening meal was held at 

the Bowhill Tennis Club with 

excellent schnitzels on the 

menu, while it is a great venue 

with great food the acoustics 

did not lend themselves to a 

vocalist with a guitar, some-

thing to think about for the 

next Ramble. 

A certificate of appreciation 

was given to the club, which 

amazingly appeared on their 

wall a few minutes later.  

RMBOA has had a long asso-

ciation with the Club and we 

are proud to have assisted 

then in re-building after a 

disastrous fire soon after 

Ramble 2006. 

Another beautiful day dawned 

for the 22km trip to Walker 

Flat, and a non catering night. 

This venue is memorable for 

disaster averted, as one of our 

fleet unfortunately had a fire 

on board which is something 

all boaties dread, fortunately 

for all concerned quick think-

ing by John Arnold and new 

member Jeff Lenaine-Smith 

the fire was quickly extin-

guished and damage kept to a 

minimum. The lesson learned 

is to keep your fire extinguish-

er fully maintained and con-

tinually think about safety. 

Wednesday dawned with thick 

fog, but with the promise of 

even more fantastic weather 

for the longish 39km trip to 

Swan Reach. 

Dinner that evening was a 

break with tradition, while 

RMBOA always endeavours 

to use local service or com-

munity clubs for its catering, 

unfortunately in many small 

communities the number of 

volunteers are steadily de-

creasing due to advanced age 

with no younger people to 

take their place. 

  The Ramble Committee 

therefore decided to take ad-

vantage of the Swan Reach 

Hotel’s “Pint and Parmy” 

night for the evening meal. 

Friday dawned another beau-

tiful day, for the 28km trip to 

Blanchetown and passage 

through lock 1, after an une-

ventful voyage we approached 

lock 1 and I heard the familiar 

voice of Mark Little on the 

radio assisting boats with the 

lockage. 

The lockmaster very kindly 

postponed his lunch hour so 

our fleet could pass through 

with minimal delay. Mooring 

was easy on the Blanchetown 

waterfront with only a few 

skiers, Mark demonstrated his 

diplomatic skills in negotiating 

mooring our fleet so we 

would not disrupt their recre-

ation too much.  

(Continued on page 4) 

2013 River Ramble—Mannum to Waikerie 

2013 RMBOA River Ramblers—Waikerie 

by Michael Heuzenroeder 
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2013 River Ramble—Mannum to Waikerie (Continued) 

The evening meal was catered 

by the Blanchetown bowling 

club and the excellent band 

“Limestone Country” got 

most Ramblers on their feet 

for a dance. 

Saturday morning with yet 

more good weather we set off 

for a new Ramble destination, 

Cordola is located approxi-

mately 20 km from Morgan 

and about 2-3km form Peli-

can Point. It is private proper-

ty owned by Leigh and Di 

Hausler who generously al-

lowed us to use their venue 

for a donation to the Morgan 

community.  

Not only was Cordola a new 

venue, but that evening Mark 

and Alexa organised a movie 

night using the RMBOA’s 

data projecter, a very old 

Mickey Mouse cartoon and 

“Houseboat” starring Sophia 

Loren and Cary Grant made 

up the program.  This idea 

was huge success and hope-

fully might be a feature of 

later Rambles or Ambles. 

Sunday we arrived in Morgan, 

(Continued from page 3) Mark had once again used his 

diplomatic skills with a few 

skiers that we shared the 

riverbank with.  The Morgan 

Lions Club supplied the even-

ing meal and the entertain-

ment that evening was organ-

ised by committee member 

Alec Stevens in the form of 

the hardest quiz I have ever 

taken part in. Proceeds from 

the quiz night were donated 

to The Anti Cancer Founda-

tion. 

Caudo Vineyard was a new 

stop-over point for the Ram-

ble in 2009 and in 2013 Chris-

tine Caudo once again allowed 

us to moor on her beautiful 

property.  

This was perhaps my hardest 

day on the Ramble, unfortu-

nately for me I was the first 

committee person to arrive at 

Caudos which meant I was in 

charge of getting 40+ boats 

into limited mooring, I wish I 

had played with jigsaws more 

often when I was a kid! After 

getting everyone safely 

moored I could finally have a 

drink and it was a hot day! 

 Later in the afternoon the 

bus to take us to the Cadell 

Club for our evening meal 

arrived. Meals at the Club 

were excellent.  

Draws for two major prizes 

donated by Diane Whatling 

resulted in a “Pet Pack” being 

won by Lew and Louisa Wray 

(no dog!) and a night in Di-

ane’s B&B “Mouse House on 

Bruce” in Eudunda was won 

by Mark and Alexa Little 

(who own a very large dog 

“Bacchus”) - a quick swap 

was organised and everyone 

was happy! 

Many thanks from the Com-

mittee to Diane for donating 

these valuable prizes for our 

Ramble. 

I would also like to thank 

Grant and Morrie who ar-

ranged to bring the RCBC 

amenities van to each location 

and kept it functioning per-

fectly, this facility containing 2 

showers and four toilets made 

life a lot more comfortable for 

those in boats without “mod 

cons” 

Tuesday was our last day on 

the Ramble as we had decided 

not to go on the second leg; 

the 38km trip to Waikerie 

includes lock 2.  Like the lock-

master at lock 1, the lockmas-

ter at lock 2 elected to stay 

open through lunch. 

Mark and Alexa in “My Lady” 

were on duty as “Tail End 

Charlie” which is the last boat 

to leave the last mooring, un-

fortunately some kind soul had 

told the lockmaster “no more 

boats are coming” which re-

sulting in a delay for Mark and 

Alexa and “My Lady” arriving 

late in Waikerie with a justifi-

ably annoyed President and 

Treasurer. 

This was soon forgotten with a 

lovely roast beef meal in the 

Lion’s shelter and entertain-

ment by bush poet Tim Strauss 

along with the presentation of 

the remaining prizes and 

awards. 

Ramble 2013 was the fourth 

Ramble we had taken part in; I 

can honestly say I got to know 

everyone who took part, some-

thing that was virtually impos-

sible in the early Rambles. The 

recent innovations of RLD and 

the film nights should continue 

in the next Ramble in 2015. If 

you have any innovative ideas 

on how to improve our Ram-

ble, please drop the committee 

a line. 

(Waikerie to Loxton in the next 

Edition) 

Spot the Koala XT On The Move Leaving Caudo Vineyard 
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J u n e  2 0 1 2  –  W a i -

kerie...Waikerie to Kingston 

58 km, avg 5.7 kph/2550 

rpm, water 10° – 412 km total 

After just over a week at 

home we were woken with a 

morning call from Sonia at 

OZ Houseboats – a good 

Samaritan at Waikerie was 

trying to get in touch because 

the river had been dropping 

like a stone, Orlando’s bow 

was high & dry, the swim 

deck totally submerged with 

the motors about to go under 

and a front end loader would 

be needed to get it off – to-

day!  A quick call to my broth-

er and we took off up there 

with two 4WDs, imagining 

getting one down on the bank 

to push the boat with the 

other as anchor up on the 

road.  Turned out to be a little 

easier than that but no less 

11th hour.  The batteries in 

the front of the engine pod 

were immersed but OK to 

partially raise and then start 

the motors.  With much twist-

ing and turning in both for-

ward & reverse she moved 

out of danger fairly quickly 

but remained stuck on the 

starboard pontoon, finally 

coming off under her own 

power after 45 minutes, in-

cluding  a couple of overheat 

cut-outs.  Was all over in time 

for a late counter lunch at the 

Waikerie Hotel.  Thank you 

very much to private house-

boater, Michael Sharkey for 

the timely warning and hope-

fully we can repay the favour 

one day. 

Aggie then came up and we 

stayed 4 nights doing a few 

jobs like permanent fixing of 

the solar panels between daily 

back-off/re-adjustment of 

ropes as the water level con-

tinued to drop at about 

6”/day.  Coincidentally we 

were moored next to Jensta, 

our first ever houseboat expe-

rience when my Mum had 

hired it for a family Christmas 

30 years earlier.  Aggie got to 

like Waikerie (more shops 

than Morgan) and I started to 

get worried that she might put 

in a bid for the nearby Murray 

River Queen, which was for 

sale at the time.  We weren’t 

able to move on immediately 

due to commitments in Ade-

laide, where one minor tweak 

of the schedule for a social 

event led to one more and 

then a medical issue arose so 

we missed the next `window’ 

to continue.  In view of Lock 

9 having closed for 3 months, 

this was OK as we were going 

to have to layover for some 

time, somewhere. Neverthe-

less it required another 3 day 

trip to Waikerie and back 

(now with gum boots) for 

mooring adjustments a week 

later – swim deck under on 

one side only this time.  A 

council notice taped to the 

front rail was followed by a 

personal visit querying our 

intentions but once assured 

we were bona-fide travellers 

and not long-term squatters, 

our overstay was kindly over-

looked.  Took the opportuni-

ty for a half-day road reccy to 

Kingston, Cobdogla and 

Moorook. 

Our next sector was an ab-

breviated four day run to 

Kingston.  Drove to Waikerie 

on the Wednesday evening, 

arriving 10 pm after an HHA 

meeting at Swan Reach.  Next 

day, ferried the vehicle for-

ward to Kingston from where 

I travelled back with Janet & 

Ron from Bathurst, NSW.  

Got underway after lunch, 

with lots of pelicans round 

Holder Bend, to moor in light 

rain (had been torrential) and 

mud on the south bank at 

Maize Island Conservation 

Park, after only 7 km.  Be-

yond Waikerie was new terri-

tory for Orlando, although 

Aggie and I had travelled this 

stretch on Jensta all those 

years before.  I slept most of 

the following day with a 

stomach upset and severe 

shivers but the crew just 

woke me for mooring duties 

when we arrived Akuna Sta-

tion, a beautifully lawned 

southern bank, albeit then 

with a couple of metres of 

freshly exposed mud below it 

– and an historic timber 

wharf. 

Was recovered next morning 

for the 10 km run to Over-

land Corner – refer ‘A history 

of Overland Corner and its 

hotel’ by G. Woolmer, 1986.   

Along the way I managed to 

sneak the boat into the west-

ern end of Banrock Creek, 

maintaining 2 m depth for the 

first couple of hundred me-

tres until Aggie realised what 

was going on and shooed me 

back out into the river.  A 

leisurely lunch at the OC pub 

took up half the afternoon, 

followed by a walk and a bit 

of fishing.  With steadily fall-

ing temperatures we were 

getting no yabbies, no fish 

and declining numbers of 

shrimp.  Watched a snakebird 

do a python act of progres-

sively swallowing a ridiculous-

ly large fish and then struggle 

up on to a log over the water 

with the tail still distorting its 

neck – not there next morn-

ing so not sure if it fell off 

and drowned as certainly 

couldn’t have flown.  A 7 lb 

carp suicided on a line over-

night and we also netted an 

injured bony bream from the 

bank.  Overland Corner 

marks the end of the lime-

stone gorge country, with the 

Maybe Yarrawonga?  Part 2 – Waikerie to Renmark  

Olando 
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the engine because of an acci-

dent causing injury to opera-

tors on the prior startup so 

checked with the Barmera Visi-

tor Info Centre on the Friday 

and all OK but you guessed it, 

the whole place was shut and 

we couldn’t even get to see it 

dormant!  Back to Banrock for 

the much-feted wetlands (4.2 

km short) walk – ‘10 times the 

birdlife at our back deck on 

Yatco Lagoon’ observed Dave.  

On departure, Barb gave me 

Allan Nixon’s ‘River Folk’ 

book, which I’m now reading 

in sync with our upstream 

progress.  Pleased that I’ve 

met/know of lots of the char-

acters at the downstream end 

but perhaps not so surprising, 

as most are real live people of 

the River today, in addition to 

some historical ones.   

 

Dinner with Andrew & Deb-

bie of Golden Leisure HB 

that evening.  A fruitless 

Monday morning trying to 

exchange/refill a 45 kg gas 

cylinder in Moorook, King-

ston, Barmera and then a sep-

arate road run to Ren-

Paringa, Berri, Loxton getting 

back well after dark.  Deliv-

ered a trial GatorPro grey-

water unit (non-galley only) to 

Doug at Warriuka House-

boats.  Next day Aggie & I 

‘steamed’ on alone – more 

pelicans and egrets than ever 

before – while neighbours 

from home, Dorothy and Mal, 

picked up our vehicle from 

Moorook and joined us near 

the ‘Tree of Knowledge’ at 

Loxton that evening.  BTW 

the vehicle constantly referred 

to is a 25 year old trusty-if-

rusty diesel Nissan Patrol 

station wagon (the truck) that 

is an incredible workhorse, 

owing us nothing and able to 

be left in places where it could 

get nicked.  Always organise 

more secure parking for our 

guests, with caravan parks 

being the most common, 

charging from nix to $5/

night. 

 

An overdue pumpout in the 

morning at 102% theoretical 

and above the sight glass – 

but the boat sits down at the 

back (where the glass is) and 
(Continued on page 7) 

river meanders upstream of 

here contained within a 

broader valley flanked by sand 

cliffs – see Wilabalangaloo, 

Headings, Border & even Red 

Cliffs (Mildura) to come. 

Aggie successfully reversed 

the boat out and we proceed-

ed on to Lock 3 where the lift 

was now up to 2 m and flow 

down to 15,300 ML/day – 

what a change from Lock 2 – 

but then it had been a whole 

month.  Above the lock, wa-

terbird life exploded, particu-

larly egrets and pelicans to 

which we fed the bream plus 

first spoonbills of the trip, in 

the extensive riverside la-

goons. We continued past 

Kingston township to the 

mouth of Chambers Creek 

opposite Thurk Island, moor-

ing immediately on the south 

side of the creek with only an 

upstream tree to tie to – 

therefore used crossed star 

droppers on the downstream 

side for the first time. Ron & 

Ken did a 5 km paddle in 

Chambers and Nockburra 

Creeks.  Aggie stuffed the 

morning’s carp with herbs and 

cooked it in foil, supported by 

chicken-wire over an open 

fire – I’m not generally keen 

on (eating) carp but this was 

the best ever with not a trace 

of mud and better than my 

old man’s version of stuffing 

the belly with whole onions.  

A quick run 2 km back to 

Kingston in the morning 

where we left the boat in the 

care of Golden Leisure 

Houseboats before returning 

to Adelaide on Monday 25th 

June.  

July 2012 – Kingston to 

Renmark 

130 km, avg 5.3 kph/2450 

(Continued from page 5) 

rpm, water 9° – 542 km to-

tal 

This stretch included three 

consecutive lots of guests, all 

from Adelaide.  Headed back 

up to the boat after 10 days at 

home and attended a fabulous 

Mediterranean dinner at 

Banrock Station Winery on 

the evening of Friday 6th, with 

Barbara & Dave, versatile 

singer Mike Kelly and a bunch 

of friendly locals.  Next morn-

ing we ferried a vehicle to 

Moorook and followed 

through in the boat the same 

day with a lunch stop at 

Chambers Creek where Dave 

& Ken, then Aggie & Ken 

went canoeing before passing 

under the Kingston Bridge 

and on to Moorook. 

Drove back to Cobdogla on 

Sunday morning for the only-

four-times-a-year event of 

starting up the humungous 

and unique Humphrey Pump 

www.angelfire.com/ak5/
energy21/
humphreypump.htm at the 

Irrigation & Steam Museum – 

on the basis of which I’d 

lured engineer Dave to come 

just for the weekend.  Had 

heard there was an issue with 

Maybe Yarrawonga?  Part 2 – Waikerie to Renmark (Continued) 

Above Lock 3 

Driver Under Instruction 



Page 7 The Rambler Volume 31,  I ssue 3 

 Maybe Yarrawonga?  Part 2 – Waikerie to Renmark (Continued) 

there was no embarrassment.  

Had lunch underway after a 

gas cylinder exchange and 

obligatory ladies’ shopping. 

  Campfire with roasted chest-

nuts that night on a restricted 

bank with muddy surrounds, 

opposite Kaesler’s Landing.  

Foggy morning.  Mal and Ken 

canoed 500 m down Katarap-

ko Creek to Katfish Reach 

Weir during the lunch stop – 

a worry with no warning signs 

or safety barriers, so easy to 

be swept over as you simply 

can’t see it from the top side.  

A little later at Lock 4, flow 

was back up to 25,000 ML/

day and the lift consequently a 

little lower at 1.3 m.  When at 

upper pool level we were 

chatting with onlookers who 

(Continued from page 6) asked where we were headed 

for the evening to which the 

lockmaster responded 

“nowhere if I can’t get these 

*** gates open” – but he did, 

eventually.  This was now new 

territory for Ken & Aggie as 

well as the boat. 

 

Tied up front-on to the float-

ing concrete public mooring in 

front of the Berri Hotel.  Blew 

up very stormy overnight.  

Next day Mal & I drove back 

to Loxton and then leap-

frogged the truck ahead to 

Paringa via the eastern side of 

the river, while the ladies 

shopped of course.  Amazed at 

Almondco’s orchards and fac-

tory along the Lyrup Road 

with the hull/shell heap resem-

bling a mine waste dump.  

Dorothy & Mal headed home 

in the afternoon after visiting 

the underbridge totems & 

mural, leaving Aggie & Ken 

to continue checking out 

more of the town’s public art, 

including etched glass war(s) 

memorial and the fascinating 

‘Jimmy James Special Place’ 

with its striking black granite 

tracking imagery.  Dinner at 

the pub that night followed by 

the farmers’ market in the 

morning with packhorse Ken 

delivering ¼ tonne of fruit, 

veg and baklava back to the 

boat before Chris(tine) & 

Colin arrived.  Weather blew 

up really foul again so stayed 

put for lunch.  The crash bar 

rode up over the pontoon 

with the westerly wind strong-

er than the opposite current 

for the first time and have 

decided that next time it will be 

side-on mooring in that situa-

tion.  Weather cleared and we 

got away at 3 pm for the 7 km 

run to a postcard mooring at 

Wilabalangaloo coloured sand 

cliffs, with a sunset walk up to 

the old homestead and cliff top 

lookout. 

A leisurely run to Muklemuck 

Bend the next day with a lunch 

stop at Pike River Junction 

where Colin & Ken canoed a 

short creek.  Colin piloted the 

evening mooring as training 

for an upcoming family holiday 

on a hire boat.  Great campfire 

watched over by a resident owl 

and followed by a bridge 

(cards) session.  Colin & Ken 

canoed an adjacent fast-

flowing creek in the morning 

and Aggie & Ken a much 

slower parallel one.  Lone 

kayaker heading downstream 

as we got underway.  On to 

Lock 5 with 30,000 ML/day 

flow and 1.2 m lift.  After 

mooring with Riverfun House-

boats just above the lock but 

below Paringa Bridge, we fer-

ried Chris & Colin back to 

their vehicle at Berri and then 

dropped in at the St Agnes 

Winery/distillery back in Ren-

mark to restock Aggie’s Stones 

Mac & Green Ginger. 

 More Ramble Photos 



Page 8 

Mouse House on Bruce (Continued) 

Volume 31,  I ssue 3 The Rambler 

Beef  with Carrot and Potato Chips 

Ingredients 

900 g red skin potato, (3 large)  

3 medium carrot, trimmed, peeled  

500 g trimmed beef rump steak, (4 x 

125g steaks) fat trimmed 

125 g mesclun, (mixed salad leaves)  

4 tbs barbecue sauce, to serve, (80ml)  

2 x 3 second spray(s) olive oil spray  

Meanwhile, lightly spray a 

large non-stick frying pan with 

oil and heat over high heat. 

Cook beef for 2-3 mins each 

side for medium, or to your 

liking. 

Rest beef for 5 mins. 

Serve beef with chips, salad 

and barbecue sauce. 

Preparation 

Preheat oven to 200°C. 

Line a large baking tray with 

baking paper. 

Cut potatoes and carrots into 

8cm long x 1cm wide chips.  

Place on prepared tray, light-

ly spray with olive oil. 

Bake for 20-25 mins or until 

golden and tender. 

From  www.weightwatchers.com.au 

ing was very effective (well 

the heating worked well; we 

had no need to test the cool-

ing!) The kitchen area is fully 

equipped for easy self-

catering, including full size 

oven, microwave, fridge, dish-

washer, proper dining table, 

and even a proper coffee ma-

chine. Not exactly basic 

camping. Elsewhere there is a 

washing machine, dryer, 

shower and separate toilet.  

To keep the man from getting 

in the way, for entertainment 

there is a wide-screen TV, 

DVD and CD players, a small 

DVD library, some games 

(real; not computer) and some 

books. Outside there is a large 

covered sitting area with BBQ 

facilities, which looked very 

inviting (for another time) 

when looking out through the 

windows from the toasty inte-

rior.  

From Eudunda short drives 

can take you to the Barossa 

Valley, the Clare Valley, Burra 

and Kapunda, all of which 

have things to do and see, not 

just wine tasting. Previously 

we had been urged to visit the 

Burra Gorge about 20kms 

away, a great place for a pic-

(Continued from page 1) nic. However, given the 

weather we decided against a 

picnic in the front seat of the 

car.  

We resisted the temptation to 

stay in warm comfort for the 

afternoon, and were glad we 

did. We explored the main 

street and found the Eudunda 

Heritage Gallery. Unlike some 

local folk museums which are 

hard to distinguish from a 

fully-stocked junk shop, the 

people of Eudunda have set 

up a wonderful display of 

memorabilia, artefacts and 

historical records illustrating 

their ‘Valley of Hidden Treas-

ures’ in clear and separate 

sections. But especially inter-

esting was a section given 

over to the histories of local 

families. Many were of Ger-

man origin and were well doc-

umented, some in book form, 

others with displays of photos 

and interesting notations. It is 

clear the locals are rightly 

proud of the history and herit-

age of their town and its fami-

lies. 

In the schools section there 

was a desk identical to those 

at Ascot Park Primary School 

in the 1950s, and display of 

readers such as The Adelaide 

Primer, Wide Range Readers, 

and the periodical The Chil-

dren’s Hour – anyone remem-

ber? Out the back there are 

farm implements and larger 

items including a long drop 

toilet with 2 holes, one for 

adults and a lower one for 

children. Behind that is a cot-

tage set up with authentic 

household items, furniture 

and decorations of long ago. 

The gallery is reputed to have 

a resident young ghost, but it 

seems it was too cold and wet 

for it to appear to us.  

The Heritage Gallery is a great 

way to spend a couple of 

hours, even in fine weather.  

Back to the B&B for a choice 

of a snooze on the big, com-

fortable bed, or testing the 2 

person spa bath – a luxurious 

experience. The bubbles 

would be ideal for testing 

models of hull designs during 

turbulence. 

Although there are several 

eating places offering a variety 

of fare in the town, we opted 

for the optional extra of an in-

house cooked evening meal 

(for which advance notice is 

required). We were glad we 

did – Di excelled herself. We 

opted for a roast but didn’t 

expect chicken and beef. 

Many of the vegetables came 

from Di’s own veggie patch. 

And a choice of apple pie or 

trifle for dessert (or both). No 

comparison to a pub or club 

meal. 

Breakfast provisions were 

provided for the next morn-

ing, but along with the usual 

bits for cereal and toast there 

were eggs and bacon and oth-

er goodies for a fully cooked 

breakfast. Perhaps a treadmill 

out the back would be a good 

idea to work off the effects of 

the wonderful food. And per-

haps there could be a tool 

shed so the man can be doing 

something useful……. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our 

weekend away. A big thank 

you to Di both for donating 

the prize and for providing 

such a wonderful experience. 

We can recommend Mouse 

House as an exceptional B&B 

experience. Di is so keen to 

share such an experience with 

other members of the 

RMBOA that she is offering a 

10% discount to members. Di 

can be contacted on 0409 281 

381 or 08 8537 7110. 

Lew & Louisa Wray, Cleo’s 

Barge. 
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Boatie Welfare 

Boaties face many haz-

ards; some affecting our 

boats but more im-

portantly ... us.  

Many of us sail in group 

situations that offer a 

degree of mutual assis-

tance and organisation. I 

am personally aware of 

quite a few potentially 

disastrous incidents and 

a few recent incidents 

have prompted me to 

write this story. 

My story involves mainly 

solo events and is meant 

as a guide for trip plan-

ning and a reminder of 

some safety issues.  

Three instances in-

volved fires. 

They all involved petrol 

fuel and gas flames 

(fridges). The most seri-

ous - “just top up tank 

before leaving” - result-

ed in the boat being 

burnt to the waterline 

and then sinking. Fortu-

nately the owner was 

blown out of the cabin 

by the explosion and 

didn't suffer bad burning 

or worse. Fuel vapour 

had travelled back into 

the main cabin to the gas 

fridge flame.  

Another fire resulted 

from overfilled jerry-

cans on a cabin roof. 

With no expansion gap, 

on a hot day, a plastic 

can (that probably had a 

small split) leaked fuel 

and the vapours ran 

down to the stern deck 

and found a gas fridge 

flame. The resultant 

flame travelled up to the 

can but on the way burnt 

a folded, inflatable din-

ghy and then started 

charring the jerry. Fortu-

nately the owner of the 

adjacent rafted boat saw 

the smoke and extin-

guished the problem jer-

ry before help arrived to 

extinguish the other 

burning items and save 

what could have been a 

disaster since other boats 

were nearby. Destroyed 

items included a fridge, a 

dinghy and a jerry-can.  

The next fire occurred 

during refuelling at a 

Riverside depot. Initially 

it was thought it may 

have been started by 

static electricity -a real 

issue in itself - but after 

the event it was again 

found that a gas fridge 

was running and the ex-

haust vent was near the 

fuel area such that va-

pours caused an explo-

sion. Minimal damage 

occurred to the boat but 

the owner received seri-

ous burns resulting in 

urgent transfer to the 

burns unit at hospital.  

A couple of personal 

injury cases. 

We have all seen or done 

similar things!  

All dressed up and about 

to join a group for a 

great holiday on the riv-

er! Just need to carry a 

couple of water contain-

ers aboard. OK, one in 

each hand and up the 

gangplank we go. A slip 

and off to hospital with 

a broken ankle.  

My drama – classed as a 

fall – again was a result 

of something most of us 

do; mooring to a jetty, in 

the rain, slippery surface, 

small gap to jump 

across, rope in one hand, 

one leg goes forward but 

rest of body tries a back-

ward 2 ½ in the pike 

position while other 

hand tries to wrench a 

post from the jetty. Re-

sult is 3 tendons ripped 

off shoulder bones and a 

rather graphic verbal 

expression of the dilem-

ma etc.  

Significance: Needed to 

assess whether disloca-

tion or maybe broken 

bones. We were in a rel-

atively remote location; 

no town doctor; ambu-

lance would take to a 

remote town; boat 

would be left in an inse-

cure area; 3 to 4 days 

from mooring with a 

Lock to negotiate. For-

tunately we had a good 

triangular bandage and a 

lot of pain medication – 

and a good boat.  

Conclusions: Always 

ensure gas fridges are off 

before refuelling. Do not 

overfill jerry-cans. In-

spect fuel containers reg-

ularly. Make sure that 

first aid kits contain 

enough supplies and that 

you can properly carry 

out first aid. Have an 

idea of how you would 

react in a real emergen-

cy.  

By Graeme Langsford. Published courtesy 

of the Wooden Boat Association from the 

August 2013 Edition of the Crow’s Nest 



The River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) is a group who enjoy the Murray 

for its beauty, wildlife, vegetation, recreational qualities and priceless value to our country. Its aims and 

objectives are to: 

·  To assist in protecting the River Murray and its environs from all forms of  damage, pollution and 

destruction by the education and self-discipline of  all who use it. 

·  To communicate with members and boat owners by keeping them informed of  relevant developments. 

·  To liaise with governments and their instrumentalities, and other relevant organisations having any 

form of  control or interest in the river and its environment. 

·  To arrange, manage and co-ordinate functions of  recreation, education and conservation surrounding 

the river, to benefit members and other users of  the river. 

PO Box 3202 

Melbourne St 

North Adelaide 5006 

Phone: (08) 8269 1530 

Email: 

  secretary@rmboa.org.au 

Website: 

  www.rmboa.org.au 

Upcoming RMBOA Events  

Annual General Meeting and Mini-Amble— 2nd & 3rd November 2013 

The AGM will be held at 11am on Sunday 3rd November on the Banks of the Murray River at Cordola—when the 2013 Ramble 

spent the night on its way to Morgan from Blanchetown. This is a private camping area, but free site access and free overnight-

camping sites will be available to members, but only to those who have notified their intention of attending. An site access pass will 

be issued to members who register to attend the AGM by road. Lunch will be provided to those attending the AGM. 

XMAS Party and Mini-Amble— 7th & 8th December 2013 

The XMAS Party Mini-Amble will be held at its traditional location, the Mary Ann Reserve at Mannum. The XMAS luncheon will be 

held at the Mannum Club at Noon on Sunday 2nd December. It is expected that the meal will be subsidised and the cost to each 

member will be $15. 

As usual, Santa will be providing presents to those members who assist him by providing a gift less than $15 to a person of the same 

gender. Novelty or practical gifts are the order of the day. 

 

 

 Yet More Ramble Photos 
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