
(KESAB environmental solu-

tions), in partnership with the 

Mid-Murray Council and the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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• Look after the Murray – it’s 

your river, MY river! 

• Protect our water supply – 

keep our river clean 

• Leave no litter – take your 

rubbish home 

• Do the right thing, use the right 

bin when recycling 

• Look after our native plants 

and animals 

• Watch your wake when boating 

on the river 

• Think of others, especially the 

locals 

• Keep noise down 

• Play it safe – look after your 

mates when enjoying the river. 

Bazza the Bunyip, is back to 
raise awareness and educate 
the community about the 
importance of protecting SA’s 
lifeline, the River Murray. 

He was the headline act of 

the ‘Don’t Muck Up The Mur-

ray’ campaign directed at pro-

tecting water quality and gen-

eral environmental care of the 

Murray River catchment.  

Bazza protects the river 

against pollution, damage to 

native plants and animals and 

impacts of boats on people’s 

enjoyment whilst on the river 

He is back to encourage the 

community to ‘do the right thing’ 

by the river environment with 

these simple messages: 

This campaign is supported by 

the RMBOA, Riverland Cruis-

ing Boat Club (RCBC), Boating 

Industry Association (BIASA), 

Keep South Australia Beautiful 
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The River Murray ECO Action 

campaign has implemented a 

trial of ‘NO WASH’ zones in 

areas along the River Murray 

where wash from vessels can 

cause damage, injury or annoy-

ance to other vessels, the shore-

line or people. 



The waters are slowly sub-

siding but who can tell 

what the winter rains will 

bring; still, winter—what a 

beautiful time to be on the 

river. 

Calm clear days with cold 

nights, bigger camp fires 

and hot meals prepared in 

camp ovens. It’s amazing 

how many people just do 

not realise what wonderful 

experiences they are miss-

ing out on. 

How lucky are we, the 

people who know and en-

joy these simple pleasures 

on our mighty Murray Riv-

er? 

Even though we cancelled 

the River Ramble this year 

due to the high current 

flows, it was good to see so 

many of our members still 

going out in small groups 

and enjoying the river. All 

things being equal hopeful-

ly the river will be perfect 

to actually run the next  

RMBOA River Ramble 

from Mannum to Moorook 

(more details later). 

Changing the subject 

completely to Insurance. 

As you all know, we can all 

face legal liabilities today  

because of the many and 

various government regula-

tions. We, as an Associa-

tion, had to insist that all 

our members taking part in 

association events, have 

suitable boat insurance to 

cover all those various lia-

bilities that could occur. 

But let me tell you, there is 

more to it than that. Hav-

From the President’s Pen 
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President Rob Potter 

ing insurance gives you a 

total peace of mind be-

cause not only does it cov-

er those risks that we have 

pointed out many times in 

relationship to collisions, 

etc., but all forms of acci-

dents as well. 

Recently on a visit to the 

pump-out which we have 

been to countless times, I 

did not do my normal 100 

point check list (getting 

lazy I suppose), well, never 

again. 

After hooking up the suc-

tion hose and flush hose 

and opened the valves as 

per normal then returned 

to the platform to start the 

pump going. What I forgot 

to check was the flush hose 

on the platform. The previ-

ous user had left the tap 

on. (Roughly for every 15 

seconds of flush water go-

ing in it takes approx. 1 

minute to pump out). 

Our tank been fairly full at 

the time and having our 

kitchen sink plumbed into 

the black water tank, there 

were two (2) explosions, 

one into the bathroom; the 

other out through kitchen 

sink. 

Needless to say, the dam-

age was horrendous from 

carpets to cupboards and 

lots of other things. It was 

one of those clean ups you 

do not know where or how 

to start. The big thing at 

the end of the day was, as 

stated earlier, was the Peace 

of Mind knowing we have 

insurance and everything 

that was destroyed was 

covered. 

So what I am saying if you 

have not got Insurance, get 

it and give yourself Total 

Peace of Mind. 

Looking forward to seeing 

you on the river soon. 

Rob Potter. 

President. 

Money Matters from The Treasurer by Alexa Little 

Compared to about the same 

time last year, the total funds held 

by the Association has fallen from 

$18,121.71 (30/6/20111) to 

$16,339.52 (10/6/2012)—a re-

duction of $1,782.19. 

The primary reason for the lower 

balance relates to the cancelled 

2102 RMBOA River Ramble. 

Although costs were incurred, full 

refunds were given to members. 

The 2011 XMAS Party was also 

subsidised, contributing to the 

lower balance of funds. 

Additional memberships re-

newals by the 30th June will 

help reduce the deficit for the 

2011-2012 financial year. 

The RMBOA remains in a 

strong financial position. 

Bank Balance 10-June-2012 $3,200.65 

Balance of Petty Cash $0.00 

Balance of Term Deposit $13,148.51 

Balance in PayPal Account $624.24 

Less Unpresented Cheques -$633.88 

Total Funds $16,339.52 



I HAD A DREAM ~  I had  a DREAM  
YARRAWONGA TO MILDURA 2011 (Part 1) 

I overheard Chris telling peo-

ple at the Dinghy Dawdle that 

it was his Dream since a 14 yr. 

old to travel from Yarrawonga 

to Mildura, via the River Mur-

ray in a boat.  Word got out 

and before he knew it there 

were 8 boats moored below 

the weir at Yarrawonga with 

him.  None of us were going to 

allow Chris, Anna & Maddie to 
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Yarrawonga Weir 

Sindbad Stuck Tight  

find a camp spot. It was decid-

ed that we should stop for 

lunch on sandbars which were 

plentiful at first. Temp 28° 

Beautiful no wind and we were 

off….The morning was spent 

with many two way messages 

‘snag on the right’ ‘snag on the 

left’. We all hit a snag or three 

at some stage, and that was in 

them off backwards, 

They must have found the 

biggest snag in the river ever.  

It took Andy a few coffees to 

recover! Luckily there was no 

damage to the boat and Sindbad 

happily went with the flow. 

We encountered many groups 

of school students along the 

way, making rafts. Then we 

kept noticing piles firewood 

already cut up and we couldn’t 

just leave it there. 

Later, at our first campfire of 

free wood, we decided that it 

might have been placed there 

for the students to use.  It was 

put to good use celebrating 

Jill’s birthday with a bottle of 

bubbly and strawberries, we 

hoped that the kids weren't 

getting cold. 

Day 2. 1934 –1886 km. 

Rosemary spotted in the 

bushes a Thong Tree, it was a 

must see before we all headed 

off, a massive tree covered in 

thongs all shapes and sizes. 

The morning was pretty much 

straight forward and smooth 

sailing.  

Apparently only 2 weeks ago, 

the river was in flood, leaving 

many gum trees fallen in the 

river. Under the Cobram 

bridge to a sandbar with a café 

- Restaurant where a lovely 

cappuccino & cake was en-

joyed with a local Koala 

snoozing above us in a tree. 

The weather was perfect. 

We stopped further on for 

lunch when Commodore Al-

by, you know that Commo-

(Continued on page 4) Thong Tree 

A long article from our sister organization 
The Riverland Cruising Boat Club 
(RCBC) provided by Chris Veenstra.  

South Australian Murray-

Darling Basin Natural Re-

sources Management (SA MDB 

NRM) Board. 

It is anticipated the ‘NO 

WASH’ zones will enhance 

management of vessel wash to 

improve the safety of water 

craft and people, and to mini-

mise environmental harm (i.e. 

bank erosion), nuisance to wa-

terway users and damage to 

property. 

The campaign will target the 

length of the River Murray 

within SA borders using a 

(Continued from page 1) staged implementation ap-

proach. Trials of ‘NO WASH’ 

signs are in place at the fol-

lowing sensitive zones: 

• Greening’s Landing, 

upstream from Mannum 

• Riverglen Marina down-

stream from Murray Bridge, 

and 

• Griffen’s Marina, upstream 

from Blanchetown 

The skipper of every vessel is 

asked to manage the level of 

wash their boat creates and 

reduce it if possible. 

The way to achieve this will 

depend on the type of boat 

you are operating. If in doubt 

about your vessel’s wash, it is 

recommended that you take 

the following actions: 

• As you approach the restricted 

area, reduce speed 

• At the start of the ‘NO 

WASH’ zone, take your en-

gine(s) out of gear 

• Put the engine(s) back in gear 

and proceed with the engines 

giving just enough speed to pro-

vide you with steering control, 

and 

• Look behind you occasionally, 

to see if your boat is creating 

wash. If it is, slow down to a 

speed just above idle. At this 

speed, no boat will produce 

wash. 

With large numbers of people 

expected on the River Murray 

during holiday periods, your 

cooperation is sought to assist 

with ‘NO WASH’ rules dur-

ing the trials established to 

protect sensitive zones along 

the river. 

Our river is for all to enjoy, 

so do your bit and help. 

Look out for NO WASH 

signs & help protect the river 

environment. 

Tell your friends about NO 

WASH. 

Bazza the Bunyip—He’s Back! (Cont.) 

 

the middle!!…  

It wasn’t long before Ursula & 

Andy became stuck hard on a 

log in the middle of the river. 

No amount of rocking the 

boat would set them free. 

Colin in his tinny pushed and 

pulled, the current was push-

ing them tighter. After a good 

30mins, Alby managed to tow 

go on their own. 

Day 1. 1987 - 1934 km. 

We headed off on Wed 19th 

Oct at 10am to travel our first 

of many 50km legs. With Tre-

vor in the lead, his job was to 

www.rivermurrayecoaction.com.au 
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I HAD A DREAM ~  I had  a DREAM  
YARRAWONGA TO MILDURA 2011 (Part 1) [Continued] 

dore of the RCBC (Riverland 

Cruising Boat Club), discov-

ered he had left his Gaff on 

the river bank, back at the 

Café.  You know one of those 

things you use to grab stuff 

with…. Can you believe that!! 

We arrived at a warm To-

cumwal late afternoon and 

had a quick run around for 

fuel and shops before heading 

out to dinner at the local ho-

tel, this time we were to cele-

brate Anna’s Birthday. 

The night was spent with the 

sound of trucks rumbling on 

the main highway and being 

woken by 100’s of white cock-

ies singing Happy Birthday to 

Anna. 

Day 3. 1886 –1838 km. 

Ok, Day 3 & I am unsure 

what day it is...mmmmm  

Holiday mode has really 

kicked in!  

Overcast and cooler, still 

perfect out on the 19° water. 

We were off, then the first 

message at the first bend, 

Trevor couldn’t start his boat, 

Alby had electrical problems 

and no Radio. So we putted 

slowly along till things were 

fixed.  

The river is still quiet wide 

with a good flow, Trevor tells 

us 3kph.  People are camping 

on the banks in caravans / 

tents motor homes, its nice to 

get a wave as we go past.  

We entered the Millewa Na-

tional Forest and the scenery 

changed to plenty of greenery, 

you can see where the water 

has left its high water marks 

on the river banks in last few 

weeks. It must have been 2 

meters higher in some spots.   

Colin is now having trouble 

(Continued from page 3) keeping his battery charged. A 

soldering iron was produced 

and some river bank mechan-

ics were in full swing.  We all 

headed off leaving Colin to 

recharge his battery with his 

generator. Its amazing what 

Colin can carry in that little 

Tinny. 

Eventually we found another 

superb camp spot and lit a 

fire, celebrating Anna’s birth-

day, Trevor supplying the 

fireworks display. 

Day 4 Saturday 22nd Oct. 

1838 - 1790 km. 

Another nice day out on the 

water, lots of snags but we are 

all getting better at missing 

them. Chris 2, Bob 1, Gordon 

1. 

There are many mileage signs 

missing along the way, but as 

I find them I have been taking 

photos of them.  After lunch 

Amanda and Andy swapped 

boats. Andy was still getting 

over being caught in the mid-

dle of the river days before.   

You just can’t see some of  

the snags until you’re  right on 

top of them, the water is 

swirling everywhere and its 

maybe a snag, maybe not. 

Then Bang! Yeah that’s a 

snag. ‘Watch out behind’. 

We moored for the night at 

Picnic Point. A Lovely Cara-

van Park on the edge of the 

river. We got a well needed 

shower and some washing 

was done.  Andy caught a nice 

size Callop. He enjoyed it for 

his dinner.  

Alby was having concerns 

about his el’cheepo chair and 

was just telling Pat he doesn’t 

know how long this chair is 

going to last, when down he 

went Crash, beer still in hand 

and Ursula helping him to his 

feet. 

All was quiet & we were nice-

ly tucked into bed when all of 

a sudden 2 huge  flood lights 

turned on. Their timer out of 

whack, they beamed right 

down on our camp site, it was 

like sleeping in the middle of 

Aimee Stadium, luckily they 

turned themselves off about 

3am, a reminder of the civili-

zation we had left behind. 

Day 5. 1790 -1736 km. 

The Barmah Choke. 

The sun is shining as we head 

off down a smaller channel, 

tall gum trees right to the 

waters edge, there sure are a 

lot of snags up here, no way 

you could water-ski, I guess 

its good fishing country.   

Through the Barmah Choke 

where the banks mound up 

and the river is higher than 

the surrounding land. Not 

much room here. As always, 

when out on the water you 

have a cuppa then the need of 

relieving oneself arises, but 

there is no stopping until 

lunch time. 

Amanda said ‘I need to go, 

and NOW..’ So down with 

the daks and sitting on the 

throne, she looked up and 

realised we were passing 10 

canoes full of waving peo-

ple… all she could do was 

grab the nearest rug and sit 

there waving like the Queen 

Helllllo!!! A girl needs warn-

ing… Lunch stop at Barmah.  

The banks all slippery mud , a 

quick walk to the shop. Alby 

gets a new folding chair at the 

opp shop $1. Lets hope it 

lasts the night.  Was lovely to 

have some new campers join 

us for a couple of days. John 

& Joan, Clive & Sue. Just 

passed our first water skier, 

still shaking my head, they are 

skiing on snags. 

I have asked other boaties to 

give me a report.  

Sunday report—Ursula. 

On the water at 9am (1790 

marker) from Picnic Point 

Caravan Park.  On portside 

Barmah state park Vic on 

starboard is Moira National 

forest (N.S.W) Morning water 

temp 20° calm to light Airs, 

sunny to overcast.  Avalon 

leading as Anna mopped the 

deck yet again, putting us all 

to shame.  Amanda’s A’Salt is 

looking like a Chinese laundry 

washing is everywhere!  

Sailing past km’s of river 

frontage shacks with heaps of 

chopped firewood by each of 

them.  The Murray was aston-

ishingly narrow compared 

with S.A. 

We were weaving through 

snaggy river parts at glacier 

speeds and that was before we 

entered the Barmah Choke 

“The Narrows” 1778 marker 

then slower still. 

Everyone has caressed 

(Alby’s expression) sub-

merged snags.  Thanks to the 

leader Chris & Anna in Avalon 

we survived unharmed mind 

you Chris had to break a 

branch with his boat so we 

could get through he said. 

Amanda in A’Salt collected 

some fire wood also with the 

side of her boat.  Sindbad did 

fine. Going slowly, meant that 

(Continued on page 7) 

A Relaxing Time 
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A Boating Story  
 My story is one that dates 

back to 1950 and is one that 

demonstrates love, dedication, 

risk and bravery. I believe that 

it demonstrates acknowledge-

ment and appreciation for all 

of the above. 

On 2nd January 1950, I took 

part in a family and friends 

yacht cruise on the Port River 

– I was only 2 and half years 

old. I am told that the weather 

was quite good but due to an 

imbalance of passengers and a 

breeze that picked up, the 

yacht suddenly overturned 

resulting in everyone over-

board. 

Of the 11 passengers, nine 

were non swimmers therefore 

the other two were the only 

ones capable of assisting; one 

of those was my mother. 

I am told that rather swiftly, 

passengers were placed onto 

the capsized hull, that is, all 

but myself. My mother, realis-

ing this, dived under the over-

turned boat and when she 

surfaced inside the cabin, 

there I was still clinging to the 

same seat I was on prior to 

the incident. 

I was barely above water level. 

Without hesitation, she cov-

ered my mouth with her hand 

and struggled to get me to the 

surface where the remaining 

passengers had found safety. 

Shortly after, two men arrived 

in a launch and ensured that 

we were taken from the water 

to the safety of their boat. 

My mother, Beryl Gilmore, 
was presented with an award 

for bravery from King George 

at Government House (see 

photograph). The award I 

proudly display in my home is 

one of my greatest treasures.   

In a devastating twist of fate, 

my mother lost her life in a 

tragic car accident some years 

later – she was only 42 years 

old. 

This true story highlights the 

alarming need for ‘boaties’ to 

be aware of current require-

ments and show diligence 

when it comes to safety and 

boats. 

I am pleased to say that my 

own boat “Que Sera Sera” 

complies in all areas and the 

safety of myself and my pas-

sengers is absolutely para-

mount. 

Thank you for allowing me to 

share this special memory 

with you.  

Healthy Beef  Burger with Cheese, Tomato and Onion 

of onion with oil. Grill for 

approximately 5 minutes, or 

until bottom is slightly brown.  

Turn and sprinkle with orega-

no and cook for a further 2 

minutes. 

Lightly toast rolls on grill. 

Place patties on rolls then top 

with onion and tomato. 

Notes: 

The secret to a juicy, lean patty is to 

avoid pressing down on it while it 

cooks so it retains all its juices. 

Ingredients: 

400g premium lean beef mince 

1 clove garlic, crushed 

½ medium red onion, thinly sliced 

½ tsp. (s) olive oil 

⅛ tsp. (s) dried oregano 

4 tbsp. reduced fat cheddar cheese 

4 medium white bread roll, halved 

1 medium tomato, thinly sliced 

Method: 

Preheat a grill pan or barbe-

que over medium-high heat. 

Combine beef and garlic in a 

bowl and season to taste with 

salt and pepper. Form mixture 

into 4 x 1cm thick patties.  

Place patties on grill and 

cook for 4-5 minutes each 

side, then sprinkle each patty 

with 1 tbsp. cheese and cook 

until cheese has melted. 

Meanwhile, brush both sides 

from WeightWatchers.com.au  

by Terry Gilmore 
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High River Flow Mooring—A Cautionary Tale  

My Lady was moored at the 

Houseboat mooring area in 

Morgan at Easter this year. 

The flow was around 45 Gi-

galitres per day at the time.  

Moored upstream of us was a 

small private houseboat Kul-

lenya. There was space for a 

houseboat upstream of that 

houseboat and a rock retain-

ing wall; and for a couple of 

boats downstream of us. 

A large hireboat Adventurer 
out of Griffens Marina came 

upstream looking for a place 

to moor. After some hand-

waving and finger pointing by 

the crew, the boat moved 

upstream past the ferry where 

there was plenty of space to 

moor. 

Perhaps because of the ski 

boats in that area, the house-

boat turned around and came 

back downstream. 

It was clear that they were 

going to attempt to moor 

between Kullenya and the 

retaining wall, rather than 

downstream of My Lady. The 

skipper tried to speed up to 

get the houseboat into the 

bank before it was swept 

downstream into the moored 

Kullenya. 

It didn’t take long to realise 

that it was not going to make 

it. The Kullenya crew were 

inside and it was a fair bet that 

they were unaware of their 

impending disaster. 

Perhaps the pleasant weather 

and holiday atmosphere got 

the better of my good sense, 

but I jumped off My Lady 

and onto Kullenya, bashing on 

the boat in an attempt to alert 

those on-board and then on 

to fend off the Adventurer. 

I realised that I would not be 

able to deflect the Adventurer, 

but it occurred to me that I 

may be able to move  Kullenya 

out of the way a bit by push-

ing off against the Adventurer. 

Although the Adventurer was 

moving rather fast as it came 

in, I was able to push the Kul-

lenya away—for an instant or 

two. 

Suddenly, the Kullenya was  

wrenched against the Adven-

turer, the railing post exploded 

in front of me and I had to 

quickly jump back out of the 

way of the twisted, jagged 

metal that worryingly seemed 

to be heading for my groin.  

What I hadn’t anticipated was 

that the Adventurer’s pontoon 

would run along the Kullen-

ya’s mooring lines, yanking it 

back into the side of the Ad-

venturer. 

In hindsight, it should have 

been obvious to me that this 

would happen. Still, I hope 

that I may have helped a bit—

well, anyway, that is what I tell 

myself. 

The unexpected impact and 

tearing metal was, to say the 

least, a major shock to the 

unsuspecting Kullenya crew.  

While not really obvious 

from the photo, the force of 

the impact pulled the rear 

deck roof down and the swim 

deck up before snapping the 

railing posts. 

Once the Adrenaline had 

subsided, nerves settled and 

insurance details exchanged, 

there was understanding and 

friendly exchanges between 

the boats involved.  

Kullenya was waiting to go 

onto the slip after Easter for 

some work and contact with 

by Mark Little 

Griffens Marina resulted in 

approval for the railing re-

pairs to be carried out at the 

same time. 

While no one wants an acci-

dent to happen, the way this 

incident was handled by all 

parties demonstrates the true 

spirit of the river boating 

community. To quote the 

Leader of the Opposition, Mr 

Abbott, “Sometimes shit hap-

pens” and all we can hope to 

do is make the best of the 

situation. 

This incident did, however, 

highlight why vessels coming 

in to moor in high river flows 

should always come into 

moor heading upstream and 

at an angle to the bank. 

It is much easier to reduce 

power, turn away and let the 

current carry you away from 

the problem, rather than try-

ing to control a broadside 

boat being swept downstream   

towards another boat. 

Even at an acute angle, once 

the boat touches the bank, it 

is relatively easy to straighten 

it up by driving forward and 

turning. 

Another thing that became 

apparent on that trip is that 

skippers also need to be 

aware of the power available 

to them when they are revers-

ing out into a high flow. 

When flows are high, many 

boats do not have the power 

in reverse to swing the stern 

of their vessel into the cur-

rent. This was clear when 

watching vessels casting off 

and wanting to go down-

stream. They struggled to 

turn the stern of their vessel 

into the current, and were 

swept downstream broadside 

during the attempt. 

It is much simpler to go 

straight back and let the cur-

rent take the stern down-

stream. The vessel may end 

up facing the wrong way, but 

when moving forward, it is 

much easier to do a U-turn 

and go back down the river. 

Adventurer remodels Kullenya’s Railings 
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I HAD A DREAM ~  I had  a DREAM  
YARRAWONGA TO MILDURA 2011 (Part 1) [Continued] 

Pre- (No) River Ramble Meeting Dinner 

2012 Committee Elections—New President Required 
The 2012 Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) will be a time 

of change. 

The current President Rob 
Potter will be stepping down 

from the Committee after 

many years of solid service. 

This not a Presidency ended 

by a lack of confidence in the 

leadership of the Association 

or a loss of interest by the 

President;  rather it is the cul-

mination of the foresight of a 

President who knew that reg-

ular change should be en-

shrined in the Constitution, 

and ensured that the Consti-

tution was changed to make it 

happen. 

By requiring Committee 

members to step down peri-

odically, the Constitution 

ensures that the Association 

does not become set in its 

ways with a stagnating Com-

mittee; and it ensures that 

Committee members are not 

taken advantage of by other 

members. 

What better can be said of a 

leader than that they recog-

nised that no one, not even 

themselves, should have office 

for an indefinite period of 

time?  

Now everyone has a chance to 

stand for President without 

feeling disloyal to the current 

President; and for the current 

President to know that step-

ping down is not the same as 

letting down the members. 
 

Now is the time to start think-

ing about whether you would 

make a good President. 

one could admire the forest, 

the banks were only 1—2 feet 

high with Barmah Lake on 

port and Moira Lake on star-

board about 1774 marker.  

Anna suggested and Ursula 

seconded that we should get t

-shirts saying we survived the 

Barmah choke. 

We saw dead old trees that 

they had been ring barked 

decades ago and the wood 

(Continued from page 4) was floated to Echuca. We 

also saw a sign saying “Cape 

Horn 1836” heavens know 

what it meant. 

By the time we hit 1746 

marker the low river banks 

had changed to 8 ft. high with 

less dense forest but with still 

good understory, snags were 

easily avoided and we past 

bright green signs “8kph no 

wash”. Jill said she might take 

some home and place them 

on her stretch of the river. 

At every stage we felt that the 

African Queen with Humph-

rey Bogart was just around 

the corner, so Amanda went 

to the toilet. As she looks up 

she sees all those canoeists. 

Quickly she raps the dog 

blanket around her giving 

them the Royal Wave. 

In the afternoon there was a 

light easterly breeze, deeps of 

water of 2-3 meters all the 

way, water temp 20°. Boats, 

anglers and campers. 

Colin as usual is always miss-

ing from the convoy, the only 

ones that seem to worry 

about him is Amanda & Ur-

sula. 

Ursula invented a new after-

noon drink, what you do is 

you use the water with the 

shrimps in it and then you 

added coffee to it and then 

drink it… Andy didn’t enjoy 

it!!!     

Continued in the next edition. 
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by Mark Little River Ramble Survey 
The Committee wished to 

determine what the feeling of 

the members was about what 

to do when the Ramble was 

postponed. 

Because that may have in-

volved a Ramble later this 

year, a survey in the next Edi-

tion of The Rambler (this 

edition) would have taken too 

long to conduct. A  majority 

of members have provided an 

email address, so a significant 

sample is possible using just 

on-line surveys. 

Members were invited, via 

Number Question Responses 

1 What Should Happen if the Ramble is postponed? Postpone three (3) months     8.3% 
Postpone six (6) months   29.2% 
Same time next year   50.0% 
Other                                 12.5% 

2  If the Ramble is rescheduled, how much notice would you need? Less than a month      8.3% 
1 - 3 months                  70.8% 
9-12 months           4.2% 

3 What is the Best Time for the Ramble After Easter                          32.1% 
March—April                       32.1% 
May—June                              3.6% 
September—October            28.6% 
Anytime                                  3.6% 

4 Should the Ramble be Run during School Holidays Yes                                          8.3% 
No                                         33.3% 
Don’t Care                           58.3% 

5 Should the Direction of the Ramble Alternate (upstream or down-

stream) 

Always Downstream                4.2% 
Alternate up & down             29.2% 
Mostly Upstream                   16.7% 
Mostly Downstream                4.2% 
Don’t Care                           45.8% 

6 Would you be interested in a Ramble that did not provide facilities? No                                           8.7% 
Yes                                        91.3% 

7 Would you be interested in a long distance Ramble, perhaps to Lox-

ton? 

No                                         12.5% 
Yes                                        75.0% 
Depends on how long            12.5% 

8 Would you be interested in a two leg Ramble. 1st Leg, traditional. 

2nd, no facilities. 

No to Longer Ramble              8.3%   
Yes                                        75.0% 
No                                           8.3% 
Don’t Care                               8.3%  

the weekly email newsletter to 

provide questions that they 

would like to have included.  

The on-line survey was creat-

ed using our free account on 

Survey Monkey and opened 

for members to respond. 

About 15% of the total mem-

bership replied to the survey 

and this is consistent with 

other surveys and requests for 

information from members. 

Some of the questions were 

not answered by everyone and 

so the percentages may add to 

less than 100%. Answers with 

0% have been removed to 

save space. 

Thanks to those members 

who responded to the survey. 

It gives your Committee some 

indication of the general 

thinking of members. 

It allows the Committee to 

aim for pleasing most of the 

people most of the time. 

Hopefully, the Committee 

will also be able to please the 

minority at least some of the 

time as well. 
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Summary of  The Latest Committee Meeting Minutes 
30-May-2012 

RAMBLE SURVEY: 

Results of Ramble Survey 

presented to Committee (see 

previous page). 

NEXT RAMBLE: 

Committee agreed Ramble to 

begin on the 8th April 2013 – 

19th April 2013 for 12 days 

from Mannum to Moorook. 

No other details as yet.  

COMPLIANCE ISSUES: 

Rob spoke on organising a 

meeting with the EPA with 

other Boating Groups. Vari-

ous problems with compli-

ance are being found. Some 

houseboats are having fit outs 

done and passed; and others 

having the same fit out and 

have been failed.   

AGM:  

Sunday 4th November. Ven-

ue: Walker Flat  between 

208km and 210km river mark 

near boat ramp. RMBOA to 

supply Sausage Sizzle, onion 

and bread and members asked 

to bring a salad to share. 

Come for the weekend or just 

Sunday. Room for camping 

on shore and toilets are at site. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY: 

Sunday 2nd December. Venue 

Mannum Club. Lunch same 

menu as last year.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Funds Balance: $15,528.84 

WEBSITE: 

Mark has paid the Website 

fees and does not feel that we 

need to upgrade it at this time. 

STORAGE CONTAINER: 

Committee to decide what 

storage is required to hold 

RMBOA records and other 

items. 

NEW BURGEE: 

Double-sided Burgee investi-

gations in progress.  

LICENCE COURSE: 

15 participants in boat licence 

course. All passed. 

GREYWATER: 

Contacted by John Kanarda 

from Lonsdale about a grey 

water system with no emis-

sion. Representatives from 

RMBOA and other groups to 

check the system out. 

A summary of previous 
Committee meetings can 
be found on Page 11. 

By Gil Leaver From Salt to Fresh 

Are you a new member 
and new to boating on 
the River Murray, as I 
was years ago?  

Having spent most of 
my boating experiences 
on the sea, I considered 
the transfer to the Mur-
ray as being a pretty be-
nign type of thing to do. 
Having sailed and power 
boated in this state and 
interstate, I considered 
there was not too much 
extra to learn.  

I was only partly right.   

Now think about some 
of the extras not normal-
ly encountered at sea. 
Deep and shallow sec-
tions near bends, sand 
bars, different flows on 
different sides of the riv-

er, logs and where snags 
are likely to be, when the 
flow deflects off a cliff 
and crosses to the other 
side, the ledges that 
sometimes occur just 
under the water at the 
good looking mooring 
spot, the wind and rise 
and fall of the level, 
when the river is flowing 
fast the extra fuel and 
time needed and of 
course the skiers, wake 
from some boats and the 
ferries to get right and 
then there are  the pump 
out stations. 

All this during daylight, 
then when confidence 
builds, getting it right 
after sunset. 

We are lucky as there are 

now good charts availa-
ble and then it becomes 
a matter of learning to 
read the river and gain 
experience. 

River bank mooring is 
something to be learnt 
and when mastered is 
really quite easy, with 
long ropes already tied to 
the stern essential, plus a 
means of getting off the 
boat onto the bank while 
the first mate keeps the 
boat at 90 degrees to the 
bank with the motor, 
while the long ropes are 
secured to trees or posts, 
probably a good idea to 
get an experienced per-
son to go through it with 
you or better still show 
you. 

If you are tied up secure-
ly a good nights sleep 
will be yours. 

You experienced boaties 
reading this may well 
have some more to add 
to this, so please do and 
realise that these are just 
some of my observations 
as I recall them. 
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Pictures of  Bazza And The No Wash Zone Signs 

Our Mighty Murray is a lifeline for some 

Or the ultimate escape for others to have fun 

Kick back and watch the Pelicans soar in the sky 

Or gaze in awe as the Paddle Steamers meander by 

Slowly amble along in a boat or toss in your rod 

You never know you might land a giant Murray Cod 

Camp on the rivers edge and soak up the glory 

Sit round the campfire at night and tell a good story 

The ever-changing facets of the towering cliffs 

Reflect in the water like shimmering megaliths 

The sunsets and sunrises are one of nature’s delights 

The sun on the water sparkles and shines like fairy lights 

The Murray is for us all to have fun and for us all to share 

Conserve our beautiful Murray and show some thought and care 

Treat our Murray with the most ultimate respect 

And it will always provide us with all that we could ever expect 

— Sue Holland (RMBOA Member) 
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Our Mighty Murray 

Send photos for inclusion here to webmaster@rmboa.org.au 

Members are invited to submit short river related poems for publishing 

RMBOA Website Popularity Continues to Increase 

The number of visitors to the RMBOA 

website in the first six months of 2012 got 

near the total number of visitors in all of 

2010. There have over 40,000 visitors the 

RMBOA website since it was created. 

The popular pages are the river levels, trip 

calculator and blackwater/greywater pages. 

Visitors come from around the World, but 

mostly SA and the Murray River states. 

Photograph by Alexa & Mark Little 
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For Sale / Advertisements / Items Of  Interest / Committee Minutes 

New Members 

The RMBOA welcomes 

the following new mem-

bers since the last edition 

of The Rambler: 

Kym & Alina Just of the 

Tyto Alba 

Gavin & Janette Perry of the 

Dawn Treader 

Lew & Louisa Wray of 

Cleo’s Barge 

Private advertisements of one column or less are free to personal and family members, subject to available space. Other ads by negotiation.  

Please Note: - The RMBOA is not in a position to determine whether items are accurately described or whether they represent value for money. While it 

is Seller’s duty to be honest about what they are selling (Caveat Venditor—Let The Seller Beware), it is also the buyer’s responsibility to determine if the 

goods are fit for purpose and represent good value (Caveat Emptor—Let The Buyer Beware). 
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Article Competition 

Don’t forget that there is an 

article competition running 

for the next three editions.  

The best article in each edi-

tion will win an exclusive 

RMBOA magnetic notepad 

and a fridge magnet. 

For articles to be considered, 

they must be at least 200 

words long—not a lot really, 

since this small notice con-

tains about 100 words. Large 

articles are also welcome and 

may be run over a number of 

editions if necessary—more 

chances to win. 

The inclusion of photos is 

encouraged as a picture is 

said to be worth a thousand 

words (except when counting 

the 200 word limit). 

Send contributions to: 

webmaster@rmboa.org.au 

Committee & Members Meetings Summary 

FEBRUARY:  
All ramble arrangements 
have been finalised:  
Council Permits, Insurance, 
Town, Store,  shack owners  
notifications, locks, ferries, 
meals, return bus, Ramble 
Bags, Burgees, Medallions, 
Name Badges, Quiz, RCBC 
Trailer hire and Entertain-
ment arranged for most 
nights. Polo Shirt order on 
hold for the moment. 
 
Ramble Entries 42 
 
Mooring Strategy and duty 
boats to be arranged. 
 
Car Storage at Greenings: 13 
vehicles. 
 
River Flows to be checked 
by Rob Potter & Ron Green-
ing before the Ramble. 
 
MARCH: 
Committee decided that the 
river flows were to be too 
strong and for safety reasons 
the 2012 Ramble was can-
celled. 
 
Peter Allen appointed Public 
Officer. 
 
Website upgrade needed 
soon – Committee agreed 
for Mark Little to organise 
when needed. 
 
Club Items storage:  Small 
lockable and sealed container 
or similar to be looked at, to 
be stored at Greenings Land-
ing for Club equipment. 
 
Double sided Burgees dis-

Labour Day Holiday 
Mon, 01 Oct 2012 

Public Holidays 

Members-Only Area of RMBOA Website 
 

http://www.rmboa.org.au/members/ 

Username: member 

Password: A&Bxk2N   (Valid from 1st July 2012) 

This username and password is used by all members. 

http://www.aerofloat.com.au 

Corporate member Aerofloat™ (Australia) Pty Ltd specialises 

in waste water (greywater) treatment systems using dissolved air 

flotation (DAF). Models for boat and land use available. 

cussed. 
 
Alexa Little is to refund all 
Ramble entry fees and meal 
payment. 
 
Ramble Burgees and Medal-
lions to be sent to partici-
pants. 
 
All applicants from this Ram-
ble to be given a 2 week early 
application for next Ramble. 
 
Alec Stevens organising Boat 
Licences for Sunday 1st April 
at tower hotel. 
 
RAMBLE MEETING – 
MARCH 28TH: 
Ramble is cancelled because 
the River Flows will be as 
high as 60Gl per day.  
 
Previously we were to cancel 
Ramble if river flow went to 
30Gl per day. Conditions are 
now  too dangerous for the 
number of boats travelling 
together. 
 
Members to let Committee 
know preference of months 
for next Ramble. 
 
Committee to look at Ramble 
dates October or next April. 
All refunds will be sent to 
Members. 
 
Double sided Club Burgees 

were spoken about and all 

agreed to get a price. 



The River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) is a group who enjoy the Murray 

for its beauty, wildlife, vegetation, recreational qualities and priceless value to our country. Its aims and 

objectives are to: 

·  To assist in protecting the River Murray and its environs from all forms of  damage, pollution and 

destruction by the education and self-discipline of  all who use it. 

·  To communicate with members and boat owners by keeping them informed of  relevant developments. 

·  To liaise with governments and their instrumentalities, and other relevant organisations having any 

form of  control or interest in the river and its environment. 

·  To arrange, manage and co-ordinate functions of  recreation, education and conservation surrounding 

the river, to benefit members and other users of  the river. 

PO Box 3202 

Melbourne St 

North Adelaide 5006 

Phone: (08) 8269 1530 

Email: 

  secretary@rmboa.org.au 

Website: 

  www.rmboa.org.au 

Upcoming RMBOA Events  

Annual General Meeting and Mini-Amble—3rd & 4th November 2012 

Walker Flat between the 208km and 210km river marks near the boat ramp. 

XMAS Party and Mini-Amble—1st & 2nd December 2012  

The Mini-Amble is held at the Mary Ann Reserve at Mannum and the XMAS Party will be held in the Mannum Community Club. 

RMBOA River Ramble—8th to 19th April 2013  

The River Ramble will commence in Mannum on the 8th April and end at Moorook on the 19th April. No details as yet. 

Spot your intrepid Webmaster/Editor and guess the year. No prizes for this guessing game as this is just a filler because the high river flows mean 

we are running short on RMBOA river functions. Need some hints? He’s not into shaving. He doesn’t have big bight eyes. His camera is taking the 

photo. And the hints for the year.  The lowest temperature ever recorded at the surface of the Earth –89.2ºC is recorded at Vostok, Antarctica. The 

Silver Bodgie visits the Governor-General. The Boxing Kangaroo flag reigns supreme. “Down Under” by Men At Work becomes an icon.  


