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Discussion with EPA about Inspections
On the 31st March, the
RMBOA (Rob Potter, Michael Heuzenroeder and Mark
Little) visited the EPA (Paul
De Ionno) to discuss the
wastewater inspection trial.
While the RMBOA is supportive of inspections that
ensure that vessels are compliant with wastewater regulations, it had concerns about a
couple of issues.

involved in the development
of the trial - to promote a self
regulatory approach to EPA
compliance (through a boat
owners’ insurance policy), as
they believe there is a loophole in the current system
whereby private vessels are
not required to undergo a
compulsory slip/inspection as
part of the registration renewal process.

The first issue was that the
inspection paperwork required that owners provide
information such as the name
of their insurance company
and the policy number.

Just after the meeting, one
slipway involved in the trial
indicated that the insurance
information had not been
collected during any inspections.

As the Boating Industry Association of South Australia
(BIASA) is the peak body for
the slipways in the trial, it was
asked why the insurance information was being collected. The response was that
they did not know and that
the EPA should be contacted.

The other concern was that
information had been received that only slipways that
were members of BIASA
would be permitted to carry
out these inspections.

It was concerning that private
information unrelated to the
inspection was on the form
and there seemed to be no
understanding of why it was
on the form.
When our concerns about
privacy were raised with the
EPA, they indicated that the
insurance information requirement would be removed
from the forms and that there
had been no intention to
share this information.
The EPA indicated that the
insurance agencies have been

The EPA indicated that it has
selected BIASA members and
EPA licensed facilities because they felt it “promotes
and reinforces the excellent
government/industry relationship that has been developed
in this area and provides the
EPA with a risk management
approach, as these operations
are bound by EPA legislation
and a code of ethics.”
Although the RMBOA is
supportive of the inspection
process, it was concerned that
such a narrow restriction of
authorised inspectors would
stifle marketplace competition. International studies
have shown that restricting

access to markets in this manner can raise prices between
18% and 24%.
The RMBOA put forward the
proposition that while it understood inspectors needed to
demonstrate competence, the
only way it could be assured
that the prices remained competitive was to be confident
that the inspection market was
subject to free and open competition. It also pointed out
that not all vessels needed to
be on or at a slip to be inspected.
The EPA indicated that while
the trial period was restricted
to slipways that are BIASA
members, this did not automatically mean that this would
remain the case after the trial.
When the RMBOA indicated
that the licensing process used
by the Boat Code Agents
seems like a reasonable model
and that they could be required
to follow the EPA’s own Code
of Ethics, the EPA said that a
review would be conducted
after the trial and encouraged
the RMBOA to provide a submission on how it believed that
the process should move forward after the completion of
the trial.
There was also discussion
about the length of time the
compliance inspection would
remain current. The EPA responded that this was not yet
defined, but inspection stickers
include the inspection year if it
(Continued on page 2)
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From the President’s Pen
Hi All,
Well winter is upon us and
what a great time to be on
the river.

President Rob Potter

During the last couple of
months my wife, Gerry,
and I have had 2 trips away
on the river, the 1st for 4
weeks and the 2nd for 2
weeks, which included
probably the last visit to
Mallyons. What a great part
of the trip that was.
Anyway down to business,
firstly its good to see a positive response to our completion for articles in the
Rambler.
Secondly now the more
serious part. Without a
strong committee our Association can not and will
not survive into the future.
Since 2006 when we started making major changes
with the way the association was run we have been
stating very clearly for roll

By Rob Potter

over within committee as
new blood creates new ideas which promotes a
healthy association. But
alas, for the last couple of
years we have only been
able to fill 7 of the 9 positions available.
At the AGM this year, Michael Heuzenroeder, our
Vice-President who has
been on committee since
2002, will be stepping
down also stepping down
our ever resourceful Webmaster/Secretary Mark
Little who has been on
committee since 2006 and
earlier working behind the
scenes.
I, myself, have been on
committee since 2000 and
President since 2006. This
AGM if re-elected, I will
stand only for the next 12
months before stepping
down.
Let me say that both Michael and Mark have indi-

cated that if required will
still do some behind the
scenes work and the same
applies to me when I step
down, but that does not
negate the need for new
committee members.
Even though it is encouraging to see that 2 members at this stage have indicated their intention to
stand for the next elections,
we still need more new
blood.
Please think long and hard
about standing for committee and let’s fill all 9 positions.
IT’S OUR ASSOCIATION. IT’S A GREAT
ASSOCIATION AND
ITS FUTURE IS UP TO
ALL OF US.
See you on the river,
ROB POTTER.
PRESIDENT

Discussion with EPA about Inspections (Continued)
(Continued from page 1)

was later decided that regular
inspections should be required.
During the discussion, the
EPA indicated that from the
start of the high river period
until the meeting, it had removed eight (8) vessels from
the river. There were indications that poor maintenance

seemed to be a contributing
factor.

tect the owner’s asset.

Since a sinking will result in
pollution (as well as a navigation hazard), the EPA is keen
that vessels are maintained
correctly and is seeking to
encourage owners to have
regular hull inspections to
ensure that all is well. This
will reduce the possible environmental incidents and pro-

The EPA indicated that it
appreciated being on the distribution list of The Rambler
and said that it was read by a
number of people in their
office.
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Liba One – The Original “Queen of the Fleet”
Way back in the early 1960’s in
much more innocent times,
JFK was President of the USA,
the Beatles were just a struggling cover band, man had
dreams of travelling to the
Moon, and a successful country businessman had an idea to
build a new type of houseboat.
He had seen catamaran style
boats as a young man during
the war years and he believed
this type of boat would be ideal for use on the River Murray.
So, he and a mate decided to
put his ideas to test and they
built the first houseboat using
twin pontoons on which they
mounted the cabin. The concept worked and the little
houseboat was so popular that
they decided to build another,
larger boat.

After being sold again in 2008,
she spent the next 2 years being refurbished before being
sold to the current owners who
became interested in her history.

In 1964, this new houseboat
was finally launched and, because it was the larger, more
luxurious boat, it was named
Liba Liba 1 with the original,
smaller boat becoming Liba
Liba 2, the bigger boat being
the “Queen of the Fleet”.

Of course, over the years, Liba
One has been involved in
many exciting incidents such as
becoming stranded on a sandbank when the river dropped
dramatically overnight and getting dragged by the current
under the Paringa Bridge.

For the next 46 years, the
“Queen of the Fleet”, Liba
One, lived her life as a hire
houseboat, spending 21 years
in the Liba Liba fleet as Liba
One and another 8 years as the
Liba 33 after a refit .

Being one of the two original
houseboats, she was originally
built with side mounted paddles driven by a tractor mounted in the stern behind the cabin. However, this was changed
in 1975 to a centre mounted
paddle system driven by a
Holden engine via a Farmall
tractor driveline.

Then, in 1993 she was sold,
renamed the Liba T and was
hired out from Mannum for
another 15 years.

Liba 1 on Slip Mid 70’s (Photo Courtesy of Hague Showell)

Unfortunately, the first boat,
Liba 2, was totally destroyed by
fire in 1987, so the Liba One is

the only remaining original of
the Liba Liba fleet. The current
owners, who purchased her as
a holiday houseboat and have
no intention of hiring her out,
are very proud of their boat
and intend to keep her in good
condition and hope that she
can be enjoyed for another 47
years.
As the oldest houseboat on the
Murray River, they believe that
Liba One has historical significance and should be looked
after accordingly.
They also feel that her builder,
Mr Ian Showell, deserves immense respect for his vision
and genius in designing the
boats, establishing the first hire
business and developing an
industry which still provides
many people with great enjoyment of the river today.
As can be seen in the photographs, there have been many
(Continued on page 5)

By Barry Hansen
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Using Google Earth as Your River Chart
Most of us with access to the
Internet will probably know
about Google Earth and how
it provides very good imagery
for most of the Murray River.
Those who use Google Earth
will also probably know that
you can connect a GPS receiver (such as Garman or
Magellan) to your computer
and your position will be plotted on the map in real time.
“You will need to do an
bit of experimenting to
see how much of your
area of interest you can
store.”

This would provide a perfect
tool when you are in unfamiliar territory to know what is
just around the next bend or
at the end of a days travel.
That is, it would be a perfect
tool if we had access to the
Internet all along the river.
Unfortunately, Internet access along the river is patchy
even if you do use a wireless
modem. This means that it
may not be able to download
the images of the river as you
travel along.

Google Earth

While this may seem a show
stopper, this is not the case.
Google Earth provides a way
of “remembering” parts of
the river so that it does not
need to access the Internet to
display the images.
The map images last used by
Google Maps are stored in a
file called a “cache” and the
size of the cache can be al-

tered by the user. By making
the cache as large as possible,
Google Maps can store a large
number of images which
means that it can store a significant section of the river.
To try this feature, while connected to the Internet, start
Google Maps and then select
“Tools” and then “Options”.

By Mark Little
How much of the river that
can be stored in the cache
varies because the resolution
of the images along the river
varies. When the cache fills
up, it will drop the oldest images that it stored. You will
need to do an bit of experimenting to see how much of
your area of interest you can
store.
Once you have finished moving along the river, close
down the Google Earth program, then disconnect the
computer from the Internet.

Select “Cache” from the
menu bar and then enter
“2000” in the text box labelled “Disk Cache Size
(MB):” and then select “OK”.
This will reserve 2GB of disk
space for the Google Earth
Cache. You can select a smaller cache if disk space is limited, but the remembered area
will be smaller.
Once that has been done, go
to the starting location of
your trip and zoom into a
height of about 200 metres.
Move along the river, making
sure that the images fully update before moving any further along the river.

When you restart Google
Maps, you will be informed
that it cannot connect to the
Internet and that it will use its
cache.

Select “No” to use the maps
in the cache.
If you attempt to view an area
of the globe other than area
that you put into the cache,
the image resolution will be
very poor.

http://earth.google.com/
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Liba One – The Original “Queen of the Fleet” (Continued)

Liba 1 on Slip 2011 (Photo by BJ Hansen)

(Continued from page 3)

changes to Liba One over
the years but she still retains her original character. The superstructure is
original and the cabin still
has its original wooden
frame. Her pontoons have
been replaced twice, the
cabin has been extended,

Liba 1 Galley When New In The 60s (Photo Courtesy Hague Showell)

reclad and a new roof fitted
with the upper deck. Internally, the cabin has been
refurbished but retains the
same layout. However, the
smaller bedroom is pretty
much as it was when she
was built.

Liba 1 Galley 2010 (Photo by BJ Hansen)

Bacon Macaroni Bake

From Good Taste Magazine

Ingredients (Serves 4)

Method

to lightly grease.

250g Dried Macaroni
1tbs Olive Oil
1 Brown Onion, finely chopped

Cook the pasta in a large
saucepan of salted boiling
water following packet direction or until al dente. Drain

Divide the pasta between the
dishes. Pour over the tomato
mixture. Arrange the bocconcini on top.

Meanwhile, heat oil in a medium-high heat. Add onion and
garlic, and cook, stirring often,
for 3 minutes or until onion is
soft. Add bacon and cook for
2 minutes or until crisp.

Place under the grill and cook
for 5minutes, or until the bocconcini melts.

1 Garlic Clove, Crushed
8 Middle Rasher Bacon,
Coarsely Chopped
1 x 410g Can, Chopped
Tomatoes
2tbs Tomato Paste
1tbs Fresh Continental
Parsely, Chopped
Olive Oil, to grease baking
dish
180g Bocconcini, Drained,
Sliced

Stir in the tomato and tomato
paste. Cook stirring occasionally, for 5 minutes or until
mixture thickens. Stir in the
parsley.
Preheat frill on medium-high.
Brush four 375ml (1½ cup)
capacity baking dishes with oil
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Morgan To Renmark
Christmas 2010 – New Year
2011
Trevor and I have not had a
lot of time to do any river
travel in the last 2-3 years as
we are also involved with The
Chrysler Restorers Car Club
of SA, which held a National
Tour in South Australia and
we were heavily involved with
the organization.
Our boat (Mud Duck) for
those of you who don’t know
her is a 25ft Wooden Cruiser
with a 25hp Mercury Outboard, and normally we travel
at approx. 10k per hour. At
the moment with the flow we
travel upstream at 8k per hour
and downstream 12.5-13k at
our usual rate.

Fridays, the meals are unbelievable, all $10. I had 3 pieces
of whiting and chips with
some great salads.
Next day we did a runner, as
we had promised friends at
Moorook we would spend
New Year Eve with them.
We spent Thursday just above
Waikerie.
The Mozzies were very bad
and I had bought some flyscreen netting in Adelaide to
try out on our back canvas
curtains and it worked beautifully with a few pegs. On returning home I made them to
fit properly to our curtains
with Velcro.

Straight after Christmas we
headed to Morgan where our
boat was moored and after a
couple of jobs we started off
up river on Wednesday.

New Year’s day our friends
took us to look at a few of the
sights around the district, one
was Overland Corner from
the road. It gave us a different
perspective than from the
river. Water everywhere.

We only went as far as Cadell
and met up with Ian & Chris
Bodinar. We moored with
them overnight and went to
the Cadell Club for tea. A
great place, if you are going
through on Wednesdays or

We spent the next day traveling up to Loxton. We had just
replaced the seals around the
cabin windows and had not
adjusted the screws after they
had been attached for a few
weeks. At 2 am and 5 am the

June Members Meeting
At the June Members
Meeting, Chris Tryant gave
a presentation on the use
and care of fire extinguishers.
The presentation focused
mainly on dry powder extinguishers which are currently used as the
“universal extinguisher” as
it can be used against all
types of fires that would
normally occur on a vessel.

The important points covered included inverting the
fire extinguisher every
three months to ensure
that powder does not compact in the extinguisher,
preventing correct operation.
Chris also pointed out that
fire extinguishers should be
checked and recharged every five (5) years even if they
have not been used.

By Lorraine Beythien
Loxton foreshore sprinklers
start and you’ve guessed it the
windows leaked onto our
beds. There was a mad rush
to get towels to soak up the
water.
We travelled up stream to
Berri the next day where it is
easy for us to refuel at the
“Stop and Shop”. The next
day we went on to Renmark,
where we stayed and caught
up with friends again for a
few days.
Whilst moored in Renmark
between the willows one
morning, I had just got out of
bed and was surveying the
river, from the back of the
boat and I heard a rustle in
the willows next to me and
thought maybe some birds
where having a bit of a flutter,
but within a couple of seconds I saw a two storey
house boat out of control,
blowing it’s horn. It was bearing down on us, about 6 feet
from the back of our boat. I
called Trevor who was still in
bed and by the time he got
there it was 1 ft. from us and
the young guys on the house-

boat where yelling. We had
nowhere to go, then one of
the lads on the houseboat put
his foot out just as they started turning and pushed the
outboard motor on our boat
out of the way and they
missed us by 2 inches. They
were saying “Sorry, sorry”,
and I said “……. Happens”,
this eased the tension on both
sides.
The near miss was caused by
the houseboat having one
motor out of commission and
the flow of the river was
pushing them towards our
side of the river. They had
very little control. Fortunately
the event passed with no
damage to either boat.
Our return trip to Morgan
was without incident fortunately. We had a lot of frogs
ride with us on different days
and the backwaters are alive
with birds and it is really great
to see after such a long
drought. It was also interesting to note at this time there
was very little debris.
Lorraine
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2009—2010 Committee Contact Information

2010—2011 Committee Contact Information
President:

Rob Potter

Home: 08 8332 5675
Work: 08 8431 1334
Mobile: 0408 089 753
Email: president@rmboa.org.au

Vice-President: Michael Heuzenroeder Home: 08 8269 1530
Work: 08 8222 3275
Mobile: 0417 870 955
Email: vice_president@rmboa.org.au
Secretary /
Webmaster:

Mark Little

Home: 08 8250 3753
Work: 08 8480 7379
Mobile: 0434 602 091
Email: secretary@rmboa.org.au

Treasurer:

Alexa Little

Home: 08 8250 3753
Email: treasurer@rmboa.org.au

Alec Stevens

Home: 08 8383 6106
Mobile: 0422 333 895
Email: committee_one@rmboa.org.au

Rob Potter

Alexa Little

Michael Heuzenroeder

Mark Little

General
Committee:

Chris Veenstra

Home: 08 8555 3538
Mobile: 0407 880 288
Email: committee_two@rmboa.org.au

Ron Greening

Home: (08) 85691609
Mobile: 0428 691 609
Email: committee_three@rmboa.org.au

Georgina Sutton

Home:
Mobile: 0407 973 727
Email: committee_four@rmboa.org.au

Farewell to Mallyons On The Murray
Mallyons On The Murray
bush café is up for sale.
The café ceased operation
on the 30th June.
18th

19th

On the
and
June,
a dedicated band of
Mallyons devotees, including quite a few RMBOA
members, said a last farewell to Rita and her family
at Mallyons.
They came road and river
for the weekend or just a
day. Camping on the
riverbank in front of the

property was the order of
the day for those who
came by road.
Mallyons has been a favourite for many river users, although the walk up
the hill can be daunting, as
could be the downhill walk
after a few bottles of organic wine.
Hopefully, when the establishment is purchased,
the café will re-open and
delight river users again.

Alec Stevens

Chris Veenstra

Ron Greening

Georgina Sutton

By Mark Little
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Summary of the Committee Meetings
14th April 2011.
The Webmaster reported
that the number of visitors
to the RMBOA website had
risen as the river levels had
risen. Now that the river
was falling, the number of
visitors was also falling.
The statistics showed an
increased interest in greywater issues.
A question was asked why
so many members with
email accounts were sent a
printed copy of The Rambler. Some years ago, it was
agreed that some people
have
poor
connection
speeds, so members would
have the option of receiving
a paper copy.
The President said the meeting the EPA was friendly
and productive. The Webmaster said that he could
not find anything about the
trial on the BIASA or EPA
website.

A member had apparently
sent one of the membersonly weekly emails to a government department and
complained that a clearly
identified personal opinion
of the Webmaster had
brought the RMBOA into
disrepute.
The member had not raised a
complaint with the Committee before forwarding the
email outside of the Association.
There was discussion whether to take action about the
claim as “bringing the Association into disrepute” is
identified as a sacking offence under the Constitution.
The Webmaster wanted the
Committee to investigate the
allegation.
There was discussion about
whether the issue should be
followed up as it is policy to
ignore complaints that are

not provided to the Committee in writing.
The Boat Show was to be
held at Wayville and some
Committee members felt that
it was important to attend as
a publicity exercise. Other
Committee members questioned whether it was value
for money to attend.
A decision was made to attend the meeting and that
quotations for display material should be obtained.
2nd June 2011
The President indicated that
a decision had been made not
to attend the boat show due
to a lack of support in manning the stand. He said that
the RMBOA should consider
attending future boat shows.
The Webmaster indicated
that the problems with the
emails had been traced to the
Internet Service Provider

(ISP) and they would not
address the problem. The
website will be relocated to
another ISP.
Due to the low numbers at
the members meetings, it
was decided to suspend the
members meetings except
when there is a significant
event to discuss. The reasons
why the meetings were poorly attended were debated.
There was discussion about
the location of the AGM
Mini-Amble.
The Vice-President took an
action to see if one of the
sites discussed would be
available.
The President said that the
RMBOA should be looking
at hold a Ramble in 2012.
There was general agreement .

Maid Of The River
The river meanders
Gracefully passing
Tempting with promise
Calling to me
Beckoning me to dive in
The river glistens
The riverbanks swell
The river rushes
The river sighs
The river flows
The river screams my name
Drowning in bliss
The river whets my appetite for life
— by LOVEFOOL

Recent photograph by Georgina Sutton
Send photos for inclusion in “Our Mighty Murray” to the
webmaster@rmboa.org.au
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Bass Straight Crossing (Part 1)
Over the years I have heard
and read so many horrific
stories about crossing Bass
Strait that I never imagined
that I would offer to help a
friend take his yacht from
Adelaide to Launceston.
Now back home I use the
word ‘challenging’ when I am
asked about the experience.
Through the grape vine I
heard that a friend’s wife was
relocating to Launceston to
work as a teacher and house
mistress at an exclusive college. I wondered whether her
husband who is a good friend
of mine was going to go with
her. Knowing how close the
family was I couldn’t imagine
Dave staying in Adelaide
whilst his wife worked in the
‘’South island’’ for the next
five years. The thought occurred that David would want
to take his Allan Payne designed Koonya 38’ steel
hulled, cutter rigged yacht
with him.
I had previously sailed on the
yacht with David and his
cousin from Port Lincoln to
Adelaide via Kangaroo Island
and Stansbury and had fond
memories of a yacht that was
a pleasure to sail. I was on
the phone the next day to find
out what Dave was thinking
of doing. He made it sound
wonderful. Yes his wife was
relocating, yes he was going
with her and yes he wanted to
take the boat. And the best
yes of the lot was that he
would like me to be part of
the crew. An easy sail taking
about ten days and stopping
on the way at Port Fairy to
see some relatives as well as at
King Island. I was in.
And so in mid January 2003
we set off from North Haven
in Adelaide for Launceston
via Port Fairy and wherever
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By Alec Stevens

else we had time to stop. In
the crew was David the skipper/owner of the boat, his
cousin Peter a friend Graham,
and myself. All of us had
varying degrees of experience
as sailors and experience on
this boat. In the afternoon
prior to sailing David, a friend
and I fitted a wind steering
device. The trip to Tassie
would be the test run for it.
We set sail at about 9.00 pm
and headed towards Kangaroo
Island with the wind on the
nose at about 20 knots.
The decision was to run the
watches as 2 hours on and 2
hours off with a different person coming on watch every
hour.
The first hour of our watch
would be as lookout and second hour steering, or as it
turned out keeping an eye on
‘Gerry’.
Gerry was the nick name given to the wind steerer by David. He named it after his
mother who had passed away
in May last year.
He explained that she was a
cantankerous lady but kept the
family on an even keel and
steered them through life safely. This was a nice way to
remember his mother.
By first light on day two we

The Author At The Helm
had reached Backstairs Pasother ridging in from the
sage and the wind was still on
West. What more could we
the nose.
ask for.
The sail down had been uncomfortable. With the wind
blowing from the east
through the passage and the
tide working against it David
decided to try and seek some
refuge at Penneshaw.
We sat on the pick for the
rest of the afternoon hoping
that the wind would at least
go around to the west as the
weather patterns had indicated.
Prior to setting off we had
paid particular attention to the
weather pattern as all sailors
on this type of voyage do.
The Forecast indicated winds
from the aft quarter with a
high over Tasmania and an-

By evening the wind had not
abated and so it was decided
to motor through the passage
past Cape Willoughby on into
the southern ocean by which
time conditions should have
improved. They didn’t and for
the next couple of days we
sailed southeast into an easterly varying between 20 and 30
knots.
When we were off the southeast coast around Kingston
we started to encounter cray
pots and so a sharp lookout
had to be kept to avoid collecting them. We were sailing
fairly close to the buoys when
one of the fishing boats came
alongside and threw us a cray
to have for breakfast.
This seemed to lift my spirits
considerably because up to
this point we had been in
constant motion with out any
relief and quite frankly I had
had enough. I figured it was
pointless to say anything as
there was nothing that could
be done. I just had to ride it
out and hope that things improved. I found out in later
discussion that we were all
feeling the same.

The Skipper, Dave Coats Prepares A Cray

(Continued next edition)
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Chinese Whispers Lead to Japanese Junk
Recently I got a call from a
fellow boatie. “How are you?”
I said. “Better than you” he
said, “Your boats floating
down the river!”
The boat in question is usually moored at Sturt Reserve
Murray Bridge so off I go as
fast as I can and, sure enough,
there’s my boat drifting down
the wrong side of Long Island
with all ropes missing at the
dock. Some little rascal had
untied it and let it go.
A quick call to the police got
me to the dispatcher in Adelaide.

Quickly I tell the story.
“Some kids tried to steal my
cruiser and it’s now floating
off by itself below the bridge!
They may still be on board so
can you call the water police?”

ing to be met by the patrol
boat and two police cars all
excited and bristling with sergeants.

“Sure thing” exclaims the
dispatcher, so off I go again
over the bridge to Ukee Boat
Club to see the Emily Lowe
with 3 boat wranglers heading
out to cut my boat off before
she goes much further.

The sergeants stared in a
quizzical manner until it
dawned on them.

I get her back, no ropes on
board either, and under her
own power.

“No dramas” I comment,
“all’s well now”.

It was difficult deciding which
member’s article should receive the prize for this month.
As members will be aware,
there is a prize for the best
published article. Articles by
Committee members are exclused from consideration—
not only does the judging
have to be fair, it has to be
seen to be fair.
With this in mind, the articles
by Alec and Mark were imme-

Now that would have made
their day!

With deserved chuckles they
tell me of the dispatcher’s lack
of knowledge about boat
terms and that the message
they got was of “a Landcruiser going off the bridge with a
bunch of kids in it.”

I take her back to her moor-

Who Won The Prize—And Why?
It is good to see so many contributions to this edition of
The Rambler. Not only is this
one of the largest editions in
recent times it has a wide
range of good stories.

By Tim Potter

diately eliminated. Although I
think that Mark’s article clearly ranked with Shakespeare
and Hemingway.
Morgan To Renmark by Lorraine Beythien and Mildura to
Bowhill by Brian Madigan provided interesting insights in
trips that they had recently
taken on the river. I found
them both entertaining and
informative reading. It is good
to hear where other members
go and what they do.
Liba One – The Original “Queen
of the Fleet” by David Hansen
gave us a sense history with
story of the houseboat Liba
One.

By Mark Little

Chinese Whispers Lead to Japanese Junk by Tim Potter was
short, amusing and a lesson
on how we need to careful
when we attempt to communicate important information. We may understand
perfectly what we are saying,
but people with different
backgrounds and interests
may be hearing something
quite different.

agreement to call it a tie and
award the prize of free membership for a year to both
David and Tim.

I’m sure that by now, you
have had enough of my rambling about the articles and
want to know who won the
prize for this edition.

Entries will close in the last
week of September.

Well, the truth is that I couldn’t decide between Liba One
and Chinese Whispers, so I have

Thanks to Lorraine and Brian for taking the time and
effort to contribute.
Don’t forget that the competition continues in the next
edition, so start thinking
about your article now!

Even if you don’t win, your
stories will be appreciated by
your fellow members as you
will appreciate their articles.

Flags Associated With The River Murray

Lower Murray Flag

Upper Murray Flag

RMBOA Pennant
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Mildura to Bowhill

By Brian Madigan

Saturday 8th May 2010

problems!

the water was very cold.

and snags.

A trip in the cruiser Bloss from
Mildura to Bowhill with Brian
Madigan as Skipper and First
Mate, old school chum Jeff
Nation.

6:00am Sunday Morning. Up
and about with a quick brekky
and set sail at 8:15am from
Port of Dareton.

6:30pm—Dinner time with
pork chops, sausages, tomatoes and cucumber. A pretty
good meal!

8:50am—motor stopped and
not sure why, but this is a
Volvo. Changed the fuel
tanks.

9:00pm—Still up talking rubbish, having a couple of
Scotches and Bundys. Finished off the evening with a
port and a chocolate being
going to bed.

3:45pm—Stopped to make
camp. Another good spot
found around 722km mark.
Set up the camp and organised a mixed grill dinner—top
shelf. We sat up late and went
to bed around 9pm. Woke
about 12:30am as it was very
windy.

Left Bowhill at 6:30am, arrived at Mildura and launched
the boat at 11:15am.
Entered Lock 11 at
1:00pm—a very friendly
Lockmaster. Left Lock 11 at
1:10pm.
Encountered shallow water
at 2pm. First Mate took the
helm. At 2:10pm passed a
marina with lots of boats and
on past the Mildura Winery
with three large pipes for irrigation.

10:15am—Turned right into
the Darling and went on to
Wentworth for lunch and a
fuel top-up. Found a nice fish
and chip shop, had lunch, got
fuel, and then off to Lock 10.

6:00am, Monday 10th May—
Up and about with coffee,
toast and Vegemite for brekky.

1:05pm—Out of Lock 10 and
into very shallow water and
the first of the duck weed.
Lots of swallows around the
boat.

8:10am—On the move. Very
slow with duck weed right
across the river.

3:45pm—Arrived at the Port
of Dareton and rang our
friends to get them to meet
us. The First Mate passed
wind which wasn’t good.

2:10pm—Motor started overheating a little bit, but if I
moved the right hand side of
the boat, it seems ok. Crazy,
but this is a Volvo!

10:45am—Arrived at Lock 9

4:20pm—shifted to the golf
club mooring. Tied up alongside Colin Hutchinson for SA.
An excellent mooring with
power to the waterfront.

3:15pm—Just passed the Annabranch offshoot and Annabranch Station. Looking for a
spot to camp.

5:00pm—Our friends came
for drinks. Had a couple with
them and then off to the
Coomeala Club for dinner.
We got lost walking back to
the boat, so walked back to
the club and got a taxi—no

4:00pm—Found an absolute
top spot with a huge gazebo
and two flushing toilets.
Around about 800km mark
on the Pilot.
4:10pm—This time the skipper passed wind. Not a good
time for a swim and a wash as

Moored at Campsite at 722km

9:05am—The weed seems to
be thinning out.
11:00am—Out of Lock 9 and
the first drink of the day.
12:55pm—Chnaged over fuel
tanks.
1:05pm—Rough water as we
passed the work barge
Maratala. It is quite a large
boat.
2:45pm—Lots of weed again
before going into Lock 8.
2:50pm—Out of the lock and
the weed is very heavy again.
The first mate was ordered to
stand on the engine box to
guide us through the weed

6:00am, Tuesday—Had
breakfast and cooked the rest
of the meat as the fridge is
not working too well.
8:00am—Set off down the
river.
8:15am—DISASTER! Blown
head gasket! Bloddy Volvo!!
Started the spare motor, a
25hp Evinrude, a lifesaver.
8:30am—The weed was really bad. We had to criss-cross
the river to find a path
through.
10:30am—Arrived at Lock 7.
We decided not to go any
further with only one motor
because the weed was so bad.
Rang the support crew and
they will pick up on Wednesday 12th May.
We hope to do this again
without the blown head gasket in 2012.
Apart from our small disaster, it was a good trip.

Loading Boat at Lock 7
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For Sale / Advertisements / Items Of Interest
Private advertisements of one column or less are free to personal and family members, subject to available space. Other ads by negotiation.
Please Note: - The RMBOA is not in a position to determine whether items are accurately described or whether they represent value for money. While it
is Seller’s duty to be honest about what they are selling (Caveat Venditor—Let The Seller Beware), it is also the buyer’s responsibility to determine if the
goods are fit for purpose and represent good value (Caveat Emptor—Let The Buyer Beware).

4 METRE WOODEN VESSEL “PUTT PUTT”

TRAILERABLE HOUSEBOAT “AUSSIE MAID”

Price: $16,000

4 metre wooden clinker
Yanmar 4 stroke air-cooled engine and gearbox
on trailer
all registered plus HIN
$1600

Aussie Maid has been set up with a full kitchen with 40L Engel
fridge, double sofa bed and a chemical toilet. There is over 6
feet of head room to move about inside and a swim deck at the
rear. It is powered by a 9.9 high thrust Yamaha outboard. Power comes from 2x90ah deep cycle batteries and a 40watt solar
panel. It is on a tandem Dumbier trailer and includes all the
required safety equipment for the river. Buyer will be able to
see a different part of the Murray River every weekend.
For more information call Steve or Rebecca

Public Holidays

NEW MEMBERS

Labour Day
3rd October 2011

Money Matters
Total Funds: $20,646.34
2010-11 Members: 186
Resignations: 2
Life members: 5
Renewals by 1-July: 121
Renewal numbers by start of
July ahead of previous years,
but still needs to improve.

8349-9342 0402 304 688

HARTLEY CRUISER “FANCY FREE”
The RMBOA welcomes the
following new members:
Aerofloat—Commercial
member.
Peter & Sarah Briggs—
Izabella
Jane & John Arnold—
Tranquillity

RMBOA Members-Only
Webpages
Website Address: http://www.rmboa.org.au/members/
Username: member
Password: AqBxG#N (Valid from 1st July 2011)
This username and password is used by all members.

10.2m. (34ft) x 3.8m. (12ft) River Cruiser with 185hp.Perkins 510
Diesel. Built in 1986 of ¾ “ Marine Ply. Full head height throughout.
Forward V berth room, main bedroom, bathroom (shower, toilet,
sink) main cabin with kitchen area (stove, fridge, sink, cupboards)
Lounge suite that opens to a queen sized bed, seating, table and steering position. Rear cabin with canvas covers.
Depth sounder, radios, safety gear, 15 hp.4stroke auxillary motor.
Excellent for a couple/family for extended cruising or up to 13 people
for day trips. Incredibly stable boat.
Sold “as is” with all accessories.

Contact Chris for more details. 0427 395 499 (evenings)
or chris_bowie10@hotmail.com
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PO Box 3202
Melbourne St
North Adelaide 5006

Email:
secretary@rmboa.org.au
Website:
www.rmboa.org.au

Phone: (08) 8250 3753
The River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) is a group who enjoy the
Murray for its beauty, wildlife, vegetation, recreational qualities and priceless value to our country.
Its aims and objectives are to:
•

To assist in protecting the River Murray and its environs from all forms of damage, pollution and destruction by the education and self-discipline of all who use it.

•

To communicate with members and boat owners by keeping them informed of relevant developments.

•

To liaise with governments and their instrumentalities, and other relevant organisations having any form of control or interest in the river and its environment.

•

To arrange, manage and co-ordinate functions of recreation, education and conservation surrounding the river, to benefit members and other users of the river.

Upcoming RMBOA Events
Annual General Meeting (AGM)/Mini-Amble —5th & 6th November 2011
A Mini-Amble will be held at a site to be determined. The AGM on Sunday, the 5th November. Gathering time for the AGM is
10:30am for an 11:00am start. Nominations for Committee close on the 22nd October 2011.

XMAS Party/Mini-Amble—3rd & 4th December 2011
The Mini-Amble/XMAS Party will be held in the Lions Shed at the Mary Ann Reserve, River Lane, Mannum. The XMAS Party will
held at noon on Sunday, the 4th December. The party will be a Bring Your Own (BYO) lunch. A BBQ is available.
If you would like Santa to bring you a present, you will need to help Santa out by bringing a novelty gift/present to the value of
$5~$10 for a person of the same gender.

Pre-Ramble Meeting —Date To Be Decided
This meeting for those members going on the Ramble will be held at the Tower Hotel, Magill. As usual, there is an optional premeeting dinner at 6pm, followed by the meeting at 8pm. Ramble data packs will be handed out at this meeting.

NOTE: Due to the poor attendance of recent members meetings, the Committee has decided to suspend the
general members meetings until further notice. The long term future of Members Meetings is being assessed,
so please let the Committee know your thoughts about the Members Meetings.
Members Meetings will still be called to cover issues of significant interest. This would include major functions
such as the River Ramble or issues of significant interest to members such as Mooring Strategies, Greywater,
etc.

