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This year will see some MiniAmbles that are a bit out of the
ordinary and the Mini-Amble to
the Big Bend By Night Eco
Experience is one of them.
The RMBOA has booked the
Anzac Day Weekend, Friday
25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday
27th April 2014 for this MiniAmble.
Moorings are available at the

Appetiser - Home-style Spinach dip and crackers
Entree - Seared prawns served on baby spinach with salt with attitude seasoning
Mains - Coopers beer battered fish served with tartare sauce and wedges, OR thick Steak with bush
tomato relish, wedges and salad
Dessert - Chocolate Mousse with botrytis marinated strawberries
229k marker and 200m downstream at Preiss Landing. This
mooring site is the only one
available opposite the Big Bend
Cliffs.

Australian Native Animals
abound on the property and
you can see Kangaroos, Wombats, Bats and Owls on their
unique Spotlighting Tours
(cameras only!).

Email electronic contributions & advertisements to
the webmaster by Friday
the 28th March.

On the tour, it is taken to the
next level to enable you to enjoy the atmosphere and excitement of a strong searchlight
The dinner will be Saturday sweeping the Australian bush at
night looking for the reflective
night.
eyes that will give away the
premise that no facilities are
provided, i.e. they must take
their own waste away with
them.

Four-Course Evening Meal in the Shearing Shed

Big Bend by Night is a nature
based tourism business on a
family farm in Swan Reach,
South Australia.

The Autumn Edition
of the Rambler is due be
published in April 2014

driven around the property in a Spotlighting is a recreational
activity that country people
purpose built covered wagon.
Although there is a Portaloo, have been participating in for
members should work on the generations.

All tours are conducted in a
"laid back fashion" and you are

position of the animals feeding.
See the elusive wombat in its
natural habitat along with large
mobs of grey and red kangaroos as they feed on irrigated
and natural pastures on the old
Sunnydale Station at Swan
Travel by gypsy cart to the pine Reach.
log and corrugated iron shearing shed to enjoy a chandelier These tours provide the opporlit meal among the haunting tunity to view native animals in
memories of times gone by. It the wild as they feed at night.
is BYO drinks.

Comfortable trailers behind the
Numbers are limited to about quad-bike can go anywhere in
40, the cost for the dinner and the bush to get you close to
kangaroos, wombats, foxes,
eco-tour is $55 per head.
owls and hundreds of spiders.
People have the option of ecoNo walking is involved and
tour only at $15 per head.
blankets are provided on the
cold nights.
If you wish to register for this
Mini-Amble, please contact
Michael either by email at

vice_president@rmboa.org.au
or by phone on 0417870955.
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From the President’s Pen
Past & Present Committee
The New Year has come
around yet again. This year
sees some changes to the
RMBOA Committee with
Lorraine Beythien and Alec
Stevens taking a well earned
break from the Committee.
Lorraine did a fantastic job as
Secretary. It is a tough job and
involving dealing with a lot of
members. My hat goes off to
people who can not only do
the duties of Secretary, but be
able to gracefully deal with
that small minority of members who think the world
revolves around where they
stand—not a talent I possess.
Being Secretary will be a hard
act for John Taylor to follow,
but I’m sure he will make a
positive impact on it as well.
Alec provided excellent input
on issues dealing with the safe
management of our Association. As members will understand, addressing our safety
and licensing obligations while
ensuring that the fun and
spontaneity is not lost is not a
trivial task.
I hope that the RMBOA will
be able to draw on Alec’s

By Mark Little
expertise on these matters for
a long time to come.
New Committee members
Lew Wray and Graeme Vestris
have only been on the Committee for a short time, but it is
already clear that they bring a
new perspective and plenty of
good suggestions to the Committee table.
For those members who may
have wondered why there was
a ring-in Santa at the XMAS
Party, it was because Committee member Ian (Jonno) Johnson was recuperating from
surgery. It would not have
done his recovery any good to
get excited because of all those
lovely ladies sitting on his knee
and giving him lots of kisses.
Rumour has it that he is already looking forward to
catching up on the kisses next
Christmas.
There are changes afoot for
another two Committee members, Alexa Little and Michael
Heuzenroeder, as they start
their retirement. They say it is
“retirement”, but I heard that
their employer actually just
paid them to go away and
stay away!

Money Matters from the Treasurer
Funds at 20-January-2014
Bank Balance:
$ 12,701.80
Petty Cash:
$0
PayPal Account:
$0
Term Deposit:
$0
Unbanked Funds: $ 0
Uncashed Cheques: $ 0

Total Funds:

$ 12,701.80
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Last, but not least, it is time to
mention Committee member
Steve Hampton. In response
to some slight arm twisting,
Steve joined the Committee
expressing concerns that his
work commitments would
mean that he would not be
able to fully contribute. He has
shown that where there is a
will, there is a way.
Mini-Ambles
It is sometimes asked “How
do Mini-Amble locations get
picked?”
The selection of a site for a
Mini-Amble needs local
knowledge, so often MiniAmbles go to sites that someone on the Committee knows
something about. Given the
size of the Committee, this will
normally only cover a relatively
small part of the river.
The best way for Mini-Amble
sites to be selected is if the
members recommend sites.
Instead of relying on the
knowledge of a few people, it
should come from the experience of hundreds of people.

See You on The River,
Mark

By Alexa Little

The RMBOA’s funds remain
in a strong position. The various transactions relating to
the XMAS party and other
expenses have resulted in a
balance that is essentially unchanged since the last report.

Costs are contained at the
moment, however, in future it
may be worthwhile investigating whether savings in printing The Rambler magazine
can be achieved by the use of
a Laser Printer or similar.

The only expenses expected
in the short term relate to the
publishing and printing of
The Rambler magazine and
the maintenance of the website.

It is expected that within the
next 12 months, the website
account may need to be upgraded to account for the long
term increase in visitor traffic
to the site, but this will not
materially impact the finances.
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I HAD A DREAM ~ I had a DREAM
YARRAWONGA TO MILDURA 2011 (Part 5)
(Continued from last edition)
Day 22 Wednesday. 893–
887. At 3am Amanda was
woken by flashing lights that
turned out to be a huge thunderstorm, Bob had ear plugs
in. He went off to warn everyone else. Most being already
awake. Wind, lightning and
thunder hit us. A’salt was not
tied up too well and took the
full force of the wind, so Bob
was out securing stern ropes
when Amanda and Kira the
dog abandoned ship and ended up on the bank, hugging a
tree. They all got soaked but it
was all over just as fast as it
had started. Bob was worried
the boat would tip over but in

Corporate member Aerofloat™ (Australia) Pty Ltd specialises
in waste water (greywater) treatment systems using dissolved air
flotation (DAF). Models for boat and land use available.

the morning he discovered
the water was only about 18
inches deep. We made a short
trip down to the Buronga
Caravan Park for a shower
and moored across the river
on the wharf, walking into
Mildura to get some lunch.

Day 23 Thursday 10th Nov.
Mildura. At 5.30 am, the
Men & Ursula, headed back in
a mini-bus, the 500kms to
Yarrawonga to pick up the cars
& trailers. They all arrived
back around 5pm all safe and
sound but a little tired.

More thunderstorms came
but nothing like the ones we
had in the early hours. We
were however more prepared
this time.

A stack of Take-away Pizza’s
were purchased to finish off
our epic adventure. As our
journey has come to an end,
we will all be departing in the
morning.

There were heaps of carp of
all sizes swimming around the
boats and, with a bit of bread,
found it quite easy to pluck
them out with a net. Maddie
the dog loved playing with
them.

Hope you have enjoyed just
a few snippets of what we
did.
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Goolwa to Murray Bridge Mini-Amble 15th~17th Mar 2014
Further, due to the changing
conditions on the lake, a couple of days may need to set
aside to ensure that conditions are safe to cross the
crossing of the lake (in either
direction)
If you would like to speak to
someone about crossing Lake
Alexandrina, Lorraine will be
at the February Members
Meeting (see back page).
Subject to enough interest, an
evening meal may be held at
The Rowing Club.
Contact Lorraine Beythien by
phone for details on 0409 096
070, if you cannot come to
the February Members Meeting.
This Mini-Amble will see the
RMBOA return to Murray
Bridge. It is understood that
some public moorings at Murray Bridge have access to
mains power for up to 24
hours.

Although the title says
“Goolwa to Murray Bridge”,
members coming from elsewhere are welcome to attend.
For members in the Goolwa
area, the Mini-Amble will
include a group trip across the

Lakes. Members crossing
Lake Alexandrina are reminded that they will be crossing
semi-protected and unprotected waters, so check that your
safety gear meets the minimum requirements and is
current.

RMBOA Website 2013 Summary
Popular Web Pages

Visitors to the RMBOA Website
The last 12 to 18 months has
seen a shift in what pages are
of interest to visitors. Over
the last few years, the Current
River Level Information web
page has consistently been the
most popular page.
Now that the river conditions

have settled down, interest
has turned to other areas. For
existing boat owners, the
most popular now being
where to find maps of the
River and its local environment. It is also apparent from
the interest in the “What does
it cost to own a river boat”

•

River Murray Maps

•

What Does It Cost To Own A River Boat?

•

RMBOA River Murray Cruise Calculator

•

Current River Level Information

page that more people are
becoming interested in getting
into, or getting back to, boating on the river.
The ever popular “Current
River Level Information” and
the RMBOA River Murray
Cruise Calculator” round out
the top four most popular
pages.

Although not high on the list
of popular web pages, a number of phone result from the
listing of Committee members. These calls can range
from “How do I join?”,
“What is the best slip to use?”
to “What do I need to do to
cross the Lakes?”
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PS Marion—All Steamed Up And Ready To Go In 2014
fully operating Blacksmith
Shop and historic steam engines will be running in Randell’s Steam Works shed.
2014 is certainly the year to
experience cruising on the
Murray on one of our Nation’s
icons, the PS Marion.

The inaugural All Steamed Up
Mannum Engine and Steam
Festival will be held at Mannum on the weekend of 15th
& 16th of November in conjunction with the 20th anniversary of the recommissioning of the PS Marion whereby
thousands of volunteer hours
were spent restoring the grand
old lady of the Murray River.
The Mannum Dock Museum
and Arnold Park will be
showcasing
a variety of
unique exhibits including
demonstrations of the art of
Blacksmithing, historical and
rare steam engine displays will
be in operation and much
more.
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Chowilla Station
(above Renmark) the Marion

will be offering a 13 day 12
night cruise including a Woolshed Dinner Dance, Twilight
cruise and flotilla cruise back
to Renmark on the last
day. All meals and activities
included for an amazing price
of $1999.00 per person twin
share.
Experience Australia’s outback, history, scenery, wildlife,
Murray River and pastoral
industry at one of Australia’s
oldest and historic sheep stations nestled among an Internationally listed RAMSAR
wetland.
“The cruise to Chowilla will
certainly be a highlight in 2014
and excitement amongst volunteers is brewing for our first
All Steamed Up event at the
Mannum Dock Museum” said

Rob Bowring, Mannum Dock
Museum Chairman.
Due to popular demand, a
range of picnic day cruises to
Swan Reach in support of the
Swan Reach Country Music
Festival will be operating once
again. Bring your own lunch
and enjoy cruising the mighty
Murray! Short cruises featuring live country music on
board is scheduled at Swan
Reach during the festival.
Special Steam Days at the
Mannum Dock Museum are
scheduled throughout the year
and provides visitors the opportunity to combine the visit
to Mannum with a cruise and
Museum entry. Passengers
will experience the days of
Black smithing at the Mannum Dock Museum where a

The Marion is lovingly operated and maintained by over 100
volunteers who are thrilled to
be taking the Marion to sections of the Murray into Victoria and New South Wales.
The historic paddle steamer
“Marion” is a fully restored
heritage vessel built in 1900.
This vessel is one of the last
operational, original, heritage,
steam driven; wood fired overnight passenger carrying side
paddle steamer remaining in
the world!
Don’t miss this truly unique
Murray River experience!
For further information contact Jenny Callander at the
Mannum Dock Museum on
85692733 or
museum@psmarion.com. Visit our
website www.psmarion.com to
access full cruise itineraries.

2014 PS Marion Cruise Outline
Short 1 hour Cruises – January (Australia Day Weekend), March (Adelaide Cup
Weekend), April (Swan Reach Country Music Festival & Easter Weekend), May
(Kayak / Canoe Event), June (SA Ute & Truck Festival)& November (Inaugural
All Steamed Up Mannum Engine & Steam Festival)
• 10:30, 12:00, 1:30 & 3:00 one hour cruises, Mannum Town Wharf
• Devonshire Tea and bar facilities available Mannum Short Cruises
• $15.00 Adult $7.50 Children (children under 4 free)
• Museum & Short Cruise pass $20.00 Adult $10.00 Children
Day Picnic Cruises: $49.00 per person + $10.00 bus transfer
• 26th April Mannum to Walkers Flat
• 27th April Walkers Flat to Swan Reach
• 30th April Swan Reach to Walkers Flat
• 31th April Walkers Flat to Mannum
Mannum – Chowilla (13 days 12 nights)
• Depart Mannum Wednesday 10th and return Monday 22nd September

• Celebrating 150th Anniversary of Chowilla Station (above Renmark), Spectacular Woolshed Dinner Dance and Twilight Cruise.
• All meals and onshore activities included, bar facilities on board
• Coach transfer (Renmark to Mannum) included
• $1,999.00 per person twin share.
Berri – Mannum (7 days 6 nights)
• Depart Berri Thursday 17th of and arrive Mannum Thursday 23rd October
• All meals and onshore activities included, bar facilities on board
• Coach transfer (from Mannum to Berri) included.
• $999 per person twin share.
PS Marion Christmas Lunch Cruise (5 hour lunch cruise)
• Depart 11:00 from Mary Ann reserve and return 4:00. Saturday 6th & Sunday
7th.
• Includes Christmas fare, buffet lunch and afternoon tea $85.00 per person. No
BYO. Bar facilities available.
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Santa Always Has Something New!
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By Mark Little
down into the water, only to
porpoise back out into the air.
Initially, I couldn’t figure out
how the jet board was powered since it went under water
quite often. Not only that, the
operator didn’t appear to be
operating any thrust control.

side of the river even with the
telephoto lens.
Just after Christmas, I was
kicking back on the rear deck
of the houseboat in the marina at Blanchetown when I
saw unusual movement on the
other side of the river.
By the time I got binoculars
out, I couldn’t see anything

because the dead trees in the
river were blocking the view.
When it did come into view,
it was pretty apparent that
Santa has given someone
what they wanted. Sorry about
the quality of the photos, but
it is a long way to the other

It was clear that the person on
the jet unit knew what they
were doing and that the helmet
and life jacket were not just for
show.
When more than his height
above the river, he would tilt
forward and be propelled

When Things Go Bang In The Afternoon!!!
There is something peaceful
about the river in the afternoon when people are having
lunch and the river is quiet.

The noise was so loud that
people from the adjacent
boats can out to see what
caused the noise.

It is time to lie back and read
a book and perhaps engage in
an afternoon nap.

They seemed to believe that
the sound came from my
boat, so I immediately
checked if the mains had
caused the bang, then I
checked that the domestic
battery was ok and that no
circuit breakers had popped.

That is how it was on a balmy
afternoon on the last day of
November. I was on the boat
in the marina and just starting
to nod off when there was an
enormous bang outside the
boat.

Finally, I went around smelling for gas and making sure

that the gas hot water system
was still working correctly.
Eventually I convinced myself
that the noise could not have
come from my boat, so I went
back to having a read and a
nap.

Once the voltage from the
solar panel voltage falls below
the level required to charge

the battery, it cannot be used,
even though the panels is still
capable of generating power.
The MPPT (Maximum Power
Point Tracking) regulator is
more complex in that it periodically works out how much
power the solar panel can
provide and then converts the
available power so that it can
be fully applied to the batteries.

I don’t want to buy one of
these things (as I’d have to buy
a jet ski as well), but I reckon it
would be neat to give it a go.
That is, if I didn’t break my
neck on the first attempt.

By Mark Little
One of the wheels on the trolley had been shattered when
the inner tube of the tyre exploded! Good thing I wasn’t
near it.

Later there was a gas bottle
delivery, so I got the trolley so
I could put the bottle on the
trolley.
It was then that I realised what
cause the bang.

Solar Regulators—What does MPPT Mean?
Simple solar regulators control the charge to the battery
by restricting the voltage from
the solar panels to the desired
charging battery charging
voltage. Most of the time,
maximum power that the
panel can generate cannot be
fully applied to the battery.

Eventually, I understood that
the jet ski that shadowed the
guy on the jet board wasn’t
just there for safety. It was
supplying the power that was
required to produce the water
jet.

When the panel voltage is
high, the regulator generates a
lower output voltage, but in a
way that allows it to supply
more current than the panel
can currently provide. When
the solar panel voltage drops
below the voltage required to
charge the panel, the regulator
can generate a higher voltage,
but at a lower current. This
allows the batteries to charge

By Mark Little
after a simple solar regulator
has shutdown for the night.
As the regulator operates, you
will likely see small variations
to the charging voltage while
the regulator periodically
works out its settings.
MMPT regulators have the
advantage of being able to
charge longer during the day
and generally supply more
power while doing so.
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2103 XMAS Party at Mannum Community Club

Refreshing Boat Drink—Mojito
12 whole mint leaves, plus a sprig for garnish
38 mls Captain Morgan Original Spiced Rum
5 mls sugar
15 mls lime juice
60 mls soda water
Crushed Ice
•
•

•

Place mint leaves in bottom of glass.
Add crushed ice, Captain Morgan Original Spiced Rum,
sugar, and lime juice, and muddle.
Add soda water and garnish with a sprig of mint leaves.

Recipe Provided by

Volume 32, Issue 1
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Summary of December Committee Meeting Minutes
Held on riverbank at Mannum.
Time 11.00 am
Previous Minutes. Taken as
read and accepted.
Membership. Two (2) new
members. one from Tamarama NSW; and one from Naracoorte. One member resigned
due to health & sale of vessel.
Other Oganisations. Information received from River
Murray Boating & Recreation
Group (RMBRAG) indicates
they have a new President.
Financial Report. Balance of
Funds $12,704.32
RMBOA Pennant. Members
who have not received their
free burgee following the next
Members Meeting will need to
contact the Secretary if they
still want one and pay $5 postage to have it sent to them.
Webmasters Report. Another record year for visitors –
Upgrade of website on hold
until needed.
General Business. Contact
with “Big Bend By Night” (at
the 229k mark) to have a mini
amble there in 2nd week May
(9th 10th & 11th May or 25th

26th & 27th April Anzac
Weekend) Meal available under cover for $40 includes pre
dinner nibbles entrée, 2 choices of main course and sweets.
There is also a Nocturnal
Tour which is $15 pp. BYO
all drinks. There is road access as well.
Details with an expression of
interest note to be published
in next Rambler.
Committee member has been
on the trip and said it is very
good rustic affair.
Discussion about Mini Amble
to Murray Bridge on 15th,
16th, 17th March which will
help to involve lower river
members. The Rowing Club
at Murray Bridge has meals
which we can book.
This is to be advertised in the
Rambler. Members to contact
Lorraine for any questions
and bookings if wanting to
have a Saturday night meal
organised. All agreed to go
ahead with this Mini Amble.

rooms.
It was suggested and agreed
that there should be an opening address at each meeting to
welcome new members.
Next Members Meeting
Thursday 13th February 2014
8.00pm if Tower Hotel is
available. To be confirmed.
Suggestions for Guest Speakers on Tying Knots, Fire Extinguishers (outdoor venues),
Old River Captains, Bill Reschke, Duck Flat Boat Builders (before general meetings)
Next Committee Meeting
7pm before Members Meeting
at Tower Hotel
Meeting Closed 12.00 noon.
Special General Meeting
preceding XMAS Party
Members considered the audit
report that was not available
at the AGM. A resolution to
accept the auditor’s report
was carried unanimously.

Clayton Bay Sailing Club to be
contacted about having our
2014 AGM a their club

River Lights—New Year’s Eve 2013, Blanchetown

Murray River Princess moored at Blanchetown

Boathaven Marina Cliffs illuminated by the Murray River Princess

Volume 32, Issue 1
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For Sale / Advertisements / Items Of Interest
Private advertisements of one column or less are free to personal and family members, subject to available space. Other ads by negotiation.

Please Note: - The RMBOA is not in a position to determine whether items are accurately described or whether they represent value for money. While it
is Seller’s duty to be honest about what they are selling (Caveat Venditor—Let The Seller Beware), it is also the buyer’s responsibility to determine if the
goods are fit for purpose and represent good value (Caveat Emptor—Let The Buyer Beware).

Welcome to New
RMBOA Members

For Sale—SEAEAGLE $15,000

Welcome to these new members who have joined
since the last edition of The Rambler.

Chris & Katie Brown—No vessel
name supplied
Chris & Linda Franklin of the
vessel Leisuretime 5

22’ Motor launch and Trailer
20hp 2stroke Johnson Electric start (as new)
Registered 9/4/14
Fish Finder,Compass,2 PDF1,4 Fenders, Life Buoy, CD
Radio, Marine 27mg Radio, Fire Ext, Porta Poti, Campmaster Stove, Magna S/S BBQ, Large single bunk, food
storage cupboard (can be removed for 2nd bunk) Sun
block Curtains, 1x 80w 1x 40w solar panel,2x house
batteries, LED lighting. Most listed are new items!
Vessel Surveyed 2012 (Papers & DVD available)
Maiden Voyage 2013 RMBOA River Ramble:-Goolwa to
Loxton and return.(960 kms)

Please contact Peter Price on 0411 962 240 for more details

Public Holidays
Monday, 26 January: Australia Day
Monday, 10 March: Adelaide Cup Day

RMBOA Membership at 1st January 2014
Family Memberships:
109
Individual Memberships: 27
Corporate memberships: 2
Total Memberships:
138
Total Members:
247

Memberships with email:
120
Memberships without email: 18
Life Memberships:
Other Memberships:

7
131

State Breakdown of Membership
South Australia: 129, New South Wales: 6, Victoria: 1, Western Australia: 2

PO Box 3202
Melbourne St
North Adelaide 5006

Email:
secretary@rmboa.org.au
Website:
www.rmboa.org.au

Phone: (08) 8269 1530
The River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) is a group who enjoy the Murray
for its beauty, wildlife, vegetation, recreational qualities and priceless value to our country. Its aims and
objectives are to:
· To assist in protecting the River Murray and its environs from all forms of damage, pollution and
destruction by the education and self-discipline of all who use it.
· To communicate with members and boat owners by keeping them informed of relevant developments.
· To liaise with governments and their instrumentalities, and other relevant organisations having any
form of control or interest in the river and its environment.
· To arrange, manage and co-ordinate functions of recreation, education and conservation surrounding
the river, to benefit members and other users of the river.

Upcoming RMBOA Events & Other Events Of Interest
Members Meeting—Thursday, 13th Feb 2014
A Member Meeting will be held at the Tower Hotel Magill commencing at 8:00pm. A optional pre-meeting dinner will be held from
6:00pm. All members are invited to attend to discuss the activities of the RMBOA, including suggestions for future Members Meetings, Rambles and Mini-Ambles, including the Goolwa to Murray Bridge Mini-Amble..

Mini-Amble, Goolwa to Murray Bridge—15th~17th Mar 2014
This Mini-Amble will see the RMBOA return to Murray Bridge. For members in the Goolwa area, the Mini-Amble will include a
group trip across the Lakes. The trip from Goolwa to Wellington will programmed to cover a couple of days, so help ensure that a
safe crossing can be made. Subject to enough interest, an evening meal may be held at The Rowing Club. Contact Lorraine Beythien
for details. Lorraine will be at the Members Meeting on the 12th February if you wish to discuss crossing the lake.

Yorke Pennisula’s Saltwater Classic 5th & 6th April 2014
The Yorke Pennisula’s Saltwater Classic regatta is open to all sail and power boats, but with a focus on classic craft. The regatta’s
focus will be on Stansbury and Port Vincent. More details about the regatta can be found at http://www.ypsaltwaterclassic.org.au

Mini-Amble, Big Bend By Night—25th to 27th Apr 2014
As indicated on the front page of this magazine, there will be a Mini-Amble to Big Bend By Night over the ANZAC Day long weekend. The weekend will provide unparalleled views of the Big bend cliffs as well as the opportunity to partake in a 4-course meal and
night time wildlife tours. The meal and tour is $55 per head, while the wildlife tour only is $15. Numbers are limited to 40, so don’t
hesitate booking or you may miss out. BYO all drinks. An application form is attached. Payment can be via PayPal/Credit Card, Direct Deposit or Cheque/Money Order. If you are paying electronically by Direct Deposit, please make sure you identify yourself in
the transaction. In the unlikely event the function is overbooked, a full refund will be provided to members who missed out.

