
On the 9 July 2011, EPA Offic-

ers joined representatives from 

the Boating Industry Associa-

tion of SA (BIASA) and Keep 

South Australia Beautiful 

(KESAB), on a 10 day survey of 

the River Murray between Wel-

lington and the NSW border. 

BIASA established this project 

to audit infrastructure along the 

River Murray as well as to iden-

tify matters of interest to the 

Department for Transport, En-

ergy & Infrastructure (DTEI), 

and together with KESAB, 

make observations on the gen-

eral health and presentation of 

the River Murray region. The 

EPA became involved with this 

project to review high risk sites 

identified through the River 

Murray and Lower Lakes Catch-

ment Risk Assessment for Wa-

ter Quality (finalised in 2007), to 

identify new risks to the envi-

ronment, and to undertake wa-

ter quality monitoring.  

The 2011 River Murray Survey 

took place on board the ‘Desert 

Rose’, travelling from Welling-

ton to Customs House 

(upstream of Renmark), over a 

period of 10 days. As the 

‘Desert Rose’ made its way 

along the River Murray, stake-

holder engagement events were 

held in 3 towns allowing the 

EPA to engage with local rep-

resentatives from business, 

industry and community 

groups, as well as those from 

State and Local Government. 

Participating in this project 

provided the EPA with a fan-

tastic opportunity to identify 

environmental issues along the 

entire length of the River Mur-

ray, to build more effective 

relationships with stakeholders, 

and also provide a great oppor-

tunity for the EPA to promote 

its work and increase aware-

ness of environmental issues 

within the region.  

During the risk assessment 

survey, EPA Officers observed 

and recorded EPA compliance 

issues including illegal cases of 

sand dumping, riparian grazing 

and development, as well as 

instances of partially sub-

merged and abandoned vessels. 

The EPA is currently working 

closely with other government 

and industry stakeholders, along 

with recreational boating associ-

ations, to identify the best long 

term approach to reduce these 

risks to the River Murray. In 

conjunction with the stakehold-

ers, the EPA has since identi-

fied the people responsible for 

the above issues and has com-

menced negotiations regarding 

processes and timeframes to 

rectify their non-compliances. 

The EPA, in conjunction with 

KESAB and BIASA, also con-

ducted a review of 24 proposed 

‘no wash’ zones developed by 

the High Energy Working 

Group in February 2011 to 

protect sensitive environmental 

and heritage sites along the Riv-

er Murray. 

The aim of this project is to 

better manage boating activities 

so as to improve the safety of 

vessels and persons, and to 

minimise environmental harm 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Summer Edition 

of the Rambler is due be 

published in January 

2012. 

Email electronic contribu-

tions & advertisements to 

the webmaster by the last 

week in December. 

NOTE: The views of the EPA 

expressed in this article do not 

necessarily represent the views 

of the RMBOA or its Committee. 

Submitted by Jarrod Spencer from the Environmental Protection Authority of South Australia 



The season of spring is now 
in full swing, with unpredicta-
ble weather and occasional 
high winds. The Murray is still 
above pool level and flowing 
well making upstream pro-
gress slower than normal.  
Since that all the major storag-
es upstream are full, it may 
mean these conditions will 
persist for the remainder of 
the year particularly if the 
catchments receive significant 
rain in spring and summer.   

The boffins at the Bureau Of 
Meteorology are now telling 
us that the La Nina phenome-
non is returning, this often 
means above normal rains in 
the summer months it is pos-
sible that again there will be 
high river conditions and high 
flows in 2012.  While no one 
can deny the obvious benefits 
I feel a little sorry for those 
individuals whose lawns and 
riverfronts are suffering form 
serial inundations over the last 
few months. 

In my time as President the 
committee has postponed two 
River Rambles once in 2008 
for low water and drought 
conditions and ironically again 
in 2011 as the result of high 
flow. It is possible that Ram-
ble 2012 may also be can-
celled due to continuing high 
flow.  A responsible commit-
tee can not hold an event 

such as the Ramble if there 
are dangers to participants 
and everyone I have spoken 
to has endorsed our decision 
to cancel the Ramble this year.   

For the committee this under-
standing was very heartening 
as I’m sure all our members 
must miss our signature event.  
Anyway all fingers crossed for 
Ramble 2012 in April next 
year! 

Because of the disappoint-
ment in the cancellation of 
the Ramble this year, commit-
tee has resolved to hold two 
events to try and compensate 
members in a small way.  The 
first of these will be the AGM 
Mini-Amble at Caudos winery 
near Hogwash bend from 
Friday 4th November to Mon-
day 7th November. 

There will be a highly subsi-
dised meal with wine on Sat-
urday evening and a sausage 
sizzle after the AGM on Sun-
day. We will also supply toilet 
facilities and there is ample 
space for campers if you wish 
to come by road.  We do in-
sist that if you wish to partake 
of the Saturday night meal 
those members pay a deposit 
of $15 per membership. 

The second event we will be 
holding is the Christmas Party 
Mini-Amble in Mannum on 
the 3rd and 4th of December. 

Unlike previous years the 
Christmas party will be held in 
the Coopers Bar (we have 
booked the entire bar) at the 
Mannum Club. Like the AGM 
Mini-Amble will include sub-
sidised food and drinks and 
again we ask for a deposit of 
$15 to reserve your place in 
the Coopers Bar on Sunday. 

It is the intention of the com-
mittee to try and maximise 
value for our members 
through these events as well 
as our advocacy on your be-
half for matters affecting the 
private boat owner.  The de-
posits for our events are 
simply to assist with catering 
numbers and to discourage 
“no shows”. If you turn up, 
your deposit will be subtract-
ed from your dues next year. 

Finally please consider nomi-
nating for committee, we are 
going to need to fill the posi-
tions of Vice-President and 
Secretary. 

If we don’t get a full or at 
least nearly full committee for 
2012, the next event we may 
be organising will be “The 
Last Hurrah” for the 
RMBOA, which will be a 
tragedy after nearly 30 years 
of operation. 

The ball is in your court! So 
please consider nominating 
and don’t let the RMBOA die. 

practical steps have been tak-

en by the Committee to con-

strain operating costs. This 

has assisted in maintaining the 

healthy balance of funds. 

It is expected that the balance 

will reduce significantly be-

tween now and the end of the 

year as a result of the subsi-

dised AGM and XMAS party 

functions. Approximately 

$6,000 has been set aside for 

The finances of the Associa-

tion remain sound. The bal-

ance of funds has increased 

from $18,500 in September 

2010 to nearly $21,000 in Sep-

tember 2011. 

The costs of running the As-

sociation consist primarily of 

insurance premiums, the cost 

of the RMBOA website and 

the printing and posting out 

of The Rambler magazine. All 

these two functions, although 

it is not expected that all 

funds will be used. 

Ample funds are available to 

cover a River Ramble in 2012 

if the incoming Committee 

decides to hold one. 

From the President’s Pen 

Money Matters from the Treasurer 

Date:    

27-September-2011 

Current Cash Balance: 

(approx.) $20,946.38 
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were about 100 nm off the SE 

coast of South Australia and I 

for one did not like the pro-

spect of abandoning ship had 

the fire taken a real hold. 

All of a sudden I felt ill and 

succumbed to seasickness.   

Next day the weather did 

improve with the wind going 

around to the west and light-

ening to 10 to 15 knots and 

things seemed better. We 

decided to have cray sand-

wiches for lunch and they 

were delicious. Shortly after 

lunch I was on watch while 

the rest of the crew were hav-

ing a rest. I looked out to port 

and there was a whale no 

more than 50 meters from the 

yacht. I called the others up 

and within a short time they 

had sighted another 3 or 4.  

All except one kept its dis-

tance and that one meandered 

to with 10 meters took a look 

at us and then swam away.  

What a day!  Cray sandwiches 

and whales.  How much bet-

ter can this day get? 

Within a couple of hours 

things had changed dramati-

cally.  The wind went around 

to the east and increased to 

and estimated 40 knots. It was 

so sudden and unexpected 

that we decided to drop all 

sails and ride it out until 

things settled. That’s the thing 

I like about sailing with Da-

vid, he always tries to remain 

in control.  Sure we were un-

comfortable with the yacht 

being side on to the swell that 

had built up but we weren’t 

being driven into it. 

Each day appeared to have 
it’s own challenges for us.  We 
had survived the 40 knots and 
I was unwittingly feeling that 
we had beaten Bass Strait. 

The next afternoon the sky 
looked ‘different’ and in the 
west we could see lightning as 
the sun went down.  As I 
came up on watch each time 
during the night the lightning 
appeared to be creeping closer 
until in the early morning just 
before daylight we appeared 
to be surrounded by it.   

There was no thunder that I 
could hear and that was con-
soling as it made me realise 
that it was some distance 
away. We were lucky this 
night and eventually the 
storms went around us with-
out actually threatening the 
boat. 

 

(Continued In The Next Edition) 

(Continued from the previous edition) 

We were now at the end of 

day four and as I came on 

watch around midnight I 

commented on the strange 

smell which hadn’t been with 

us before.  At the time we 

were running the motor to 

generate some DC power and 

as was the practise at night, 

the gimballed oil lamp was 

alight. This didn’t smell like 

either of these but none of us 

could identify the source even 

after an extensive search.  It 

was put down to fumes from 

the diesel. 

David was on the wheel and 

after his reassurance that eve-

rything had been checked out 

and appeared okay I curled up 

on a seat near the gangway. I 

had only just settled myself 

when I saw a flickering out of 

the corner of my eye in the 

vicinity of the galley. Upon 

investigation I was alarmed to 

find a small fire in the wood 

panelling above the refrigera-

tion unit. 

I alerted all on board by call-

ing fire aloud and then extin-

guish the flame.  This was 

more difficult than I thought 

it would be as the dry chemi-

cal extinguisher put out the 

flame but did not extinguish 

the glowing embers of the 

wood.  Using a water soaked 

sponge I was able to put the 

fire out. 

David had dived into the 

lazaret which backed onto the 

wall where the panelling was 

alight and found that the heat 

sink which had been fitted to 

dissipate heat generated from 

the DC power units was the 

cause of the problem. 

We were fortunate that we 

had controlled the fire before 

it obtained a good hold. The 

weather was still lousy and we 

Crossing Bass Straight (Part 2) 

The Rambler 

Catching some  ZZZ’s 

By Alec Stevens 
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Carolynn and I purchased 

Amphibious from Peter Teakle 

in 2010 and took delivery of 

her in October of that year. 

Because I had never operat-

ed a 78 foot paddle wheeler 

before, we decided to ask 

Dick Bromhead to assist us 

with the trip back. This was 

from Wigley Flat back down 

to Mannum. 

Over the next four days we 

became acquainted with her 

basic operations, and discov-

ered the fun of flying down-

stream  at 18 kph with a river 

flow of 90 thousand megali-

tres a day. 

Considering that six months 

earlier, the river was almost 

dry at Blanchetown, I now 

know that this was an experi-

ence that doesn’t come 

around too often. 

We overnighted  at Waikerie, 

Morgan and Big bend. The 

longer we were out, the more 

we began to appreciate the 

peace and beauty of the river. 

After all, we had previously 

been sailors, regularly sailing 

to Kangaroo Island and Port 

Lincoln, so we were used to 

watching the tides and wind 

 Life With Our New Boat PV AMPHIBIOUS  

Do You Need a Water Accumulator? 

Does the water from your 

taps pulsate when you run 

them at low flow rates? When 

you run your evaporative air-

conditioner, does your water 

pump continually cycle? Do 

you get water hammer when 

the taps are turned off? 

If you have answered “Yes” , 

then it is time to check wheth-

er you have an accumulator 

that needs maintenance, or 

whether you should install 

one. 

What is an Accumulator and 

what does it do for you? Es-

sentially, it is a bladder full of 

water in a pressurized con-

tainer connected to the water 

line near the output of the 

pump. When your pump runs, 

it forces water into the blad-

der until the pressure on the 

bladder equals the pump’s  

working pressure. If there are 

no taps on, the pump will 

stop. 

When a tap is slowly turned 

on, the water escapes from 

the bladder until the pressure 

falls to the starting pressure of 

the pump. The pump will run 

until it re-pressurizes the blad-

der in the accumulator. This 

means instead of the pump 

pulsating off and on continually 

with low water flows, it will run 

for awhile and then stop for 

awhile. The pump will run cool-

er and last longer. This is im-

portant when running evapora-

tive coolers on long hot days. 

If you get water hammer when 

the taps are turned off, the 

bladder absorbs the impulse, 

reducing or eliminating the 

water hammer. 

Accumulators for marine wa-

ter systems can be found at 

By Mark Little 

Shurflo Water Accumulator 

most chandlers like Whit-

worths or similar and are rela-

tively easy to install. 

Normally the only mainte-

nance is to occasionally check 

the pressure using a tyre gauge 

and adjusting it with a bike 

pump, if required. 

shifts, not to mention anchor 

watches over night. 

Now we could potentially 

stay in one place for days on 

end. 

Amphibious is now based at 

Mannum Boat Haven where 

we have a secure berth 200 

metres off the river. 

From here we have been back 

to Morgan twice, including a 

fantastic trip to Lock 2 in 

company with the Marion and 

the Oscar W. 

This trip was to celebrate the 

centenary of the PS Industry at 

Renmark. Unfortunately, 

Lock 2 was impassable due to 

flooding at the time, so we all 

bussed to Renmark which was 

great fun in itself. 

We are on the boat nearly 

every weekend, but not always 

going out, but we do go to 

Lake Carlet and Murray 

Bridge for four day breaks 

when we can. 

We have enjoyed the fellow-

(Continued on page 5) 

By Richard Rol 
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Life With Our New Boat PV AMPHIBIOUS (Cont) 

ship of members from the 

RMBOA and the WBA. This 

alone has made the river 

change something we will 

never  regret. 

We look forward to meeting 

everyone on the river during 

this upcoming summer. 

 

Regards, 

Richard & Carloynn Rol 

(Continued from page 4) 

 Carp with Anchovy Butter 

Method 

Soften 200g butter in the food 

processor and combine with 

anchovy, freshly cracked pep-

per, juice and zest of lemon. 

Melt 50g butter in skillet until 

nut brown. 

Dust the carp with the sea-

soned flour and cook in the 

nut-brown butter. 

Slice the lemon and grill some 

pieces, deglaze with verjuice, 

and serve with the anchovy 

butter. 

Garnish with flat leaf parsley 

or garlic chive flowers. 

Ingredients 

1 fillet carp (250g) per person 

50g unsalted butter 

½ cup seasoned flour 

200g unsalted butter 

30g anchovy fillets 

1 lemon, juice and zest/ or verjuice 

freshly cracked pepper to taste 

From The Cook & The Chef, ABC 

Fish Preparation 

Kill the fish straight away and put 

it on ice. 

There is a bacteria between the 

skin and the meat of River fish 

which can make the fish taste 

muddy so it’s also important to 

skin the fish. 
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Over the last two weeks of 

January this year, we took our 

houseboat “Mrs Wigley” on a 

two week cruise from our 

mooring at “Cordolla” 

(between Blanchetown and 

Morgan) to “Maize Island” 

(upstream from Waikerie). 

During the trip, the river aver-

aged a flow of around 65 000 

megalitres per day, which we 

estimated to be a current of 

about 2.5 knots (4.5 km/h).  

The trip started with a drive 

(by car) to Taylorville to ask 

the lockmaster whether Lock 

2 would remain open over the 

next two weeks, and to see 

whether the currents around 

the lock would make it passa-

ble. (The navigation pass was 

unable to be opened due to 

the ongoing work on the 

weir). The lock master indicat-

ed that the lock would remain 

open until early February so 

we set off. 

Unfortunately, friends who 

were meant to join us for the 

first week, had their car stolen 

on the night before they were 

leaving Perth to meet us, so 

the upstream passage ended 

up being just our family. 

The first significant event of 

the trip occurred only 2 miles 

upstream of our mooring. As 

we passed “Wombat’s Rest” 

we noticed a small houseboat 

was submerged upside down 

against the opposite bank. We 

learnt later, that about an hour 

before we passed, the boat 

had swamped and rolled over 

after taking in water through 

the tops of it’s pontoons. 

Apart from the very slow 

progress, the remainder of the 

trip upstream was uneventful. 

The buoys marking the big 

snag near Oxford Landing 

were still visible, and the lock 

passage proved a lot less trou-

ble than I anticipated in such 

a high river. The rise in the 

lock was only 8 cm, compared 

to the typical rise of 3 meters.  

The general lack of boats (for 

the time of year) meant that 

our kids had a good oppor-

tunity to ski and knee-board 

on most days (we had to be 

very vigilant looking for de-

bris in the water), but swim-

ming from the back of the 

houseboat was out of the 

question with the high flow, 

so we improvised by taking 

the ski boat out into the mid-

dle of the river, and drifting 

downstream with it. Both our 

Son, and our dog had a cou-

ple of visits to the doctor and 

the vet due to ear infections, 

but otherwise we had a pleas-

ant week in the Waikerie area. 

Trip to Waikerie on a Flooded River By Simon Vanstone 

Houseboat upside-down opposite Wombats Rest After Salvage 
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2011 River Murray Risk Assessment Survey (Cont) 

(ie bank erosion, water quali-

ty), nuisance to waterway us-

ers and damage to property. 

The broader scope of this 

project will extend to promote 

a clean and healthy river for 

everyone, targeting general 

behavioural issues such as 

litter and waste generation.  

An extensive Water Quality 

assessment was also conduct-

ed during the survey, through 

continuous logging of surface 

temperature, salinity, pH, 

turbidity and chlorophyll (a 

sample was logged every 30 

seconds along the entire 

length of the river), in con-

junction with depth profiling 

of the water column at 10 

kilometre intervals. 

The EPA is currently as-

sessing this data, with initial 

results indicating that water 

quality was high, with salinity 

levels in particular showing a 

huge decline in comparison to 

the recent drought conditions. 

This improved water quality 

was most likely due to the 

increased flows during the 

months leading up to the sur-

vey,  

The EPA also quantified the 

location and numbers of in-

land vessels, and recorded the 

registration details of all ves-

sels that were not previously 

on the EPA’s vessel manage-

ment database. These vessel 

owners have since received 

letters providing information 

on the EPA waste water re-

quirements for inland vessels, 

and their obligation to comply 

with these requirements.  

The survey attracted consid-

erable media attention, with 

approximately 15 radio, print 

and television stories complet-

ed from both regional and 

(Continued from page 1) metropolitan media sources.  

All stories were overwhelm-

ingly positive and promoted 

the current excellent environ-

mental state of the river sys-

tem, encouraged environmen-

tal best practice, awareness 

and sustainability, and pro-

moted the river as a wonder-

ful place to visit.  

The EPA believes its involve-

ment in this project has been 

extremely worthwhile in gen-

erating a positive presence for 

the organisation amongst the 

River Murray communities 

and identifying all visible risks 

to water quality and the envi-

ronment for appropriate man-
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Webmaster’s Report 

From its inception in 2005, 
the RMBOA website has 
had over 31,000 visitors.  

Although there has been 
an upwards trend since it 
was created, interest has 
increased significantly dur-
ing the drought and the 
subsequent flood. As con-
cerns about the river level 
subside, it is expected that 
the level of visitors will fall 
back to the match the long 
term trend. 

The popularity of the river 
level page is falling and 
interest in the river trip 
calculator is increasing as 
concerns about river levels 
and flow rates ease and 
more boats return to the 
river. 

The majority of visitors to 
the website come from the 
river states, South Austral-
ia, New South Wales and 
Victoria. It is expected that 
the hits from Western Aus-
tralia are because it also has 
a Murray River. 

In recent times, practically 
all applications to join the 
RMBOA have come via 
the website and payments 
have been made electroni-
cally via PayPal. 

The use of electronic ap-
plications means that the 

Treasurer and Secretary 
receive an immediate noti-
fication when a member 
joins. This means that in 
most cases membership 
packs can be posted out in 
a few days, although mis-
takes do happen. 

Electronic membership 
renewals via the website are 
also becoming increasingly 
popular. 

The website is currently 
stable, but in the future, the 
information on the website 

By Mark Little 

Popular Pages 

(1)   Website Entry Page 

(2)   River Trip Calculator 

(3)   River Levels 

(4)   Maps 

(5)   Documents 

(6)   Web Links 

(7)   River Calculators 

(8)   Water Systems 

(9)   River Ramble 

(10) News 

(11) Upcoming Events 

(12) Membership 

(13) Committee 

(14) Blackwater / Greywater 

(15) Cost of Owning a River Boat 

Where a Snapshot of  500 Visitors Came From 

will need to refreshed to 
ensure that it is still a useful 
resource for river travellers. 

The river level page at-
tempts to notify river users 
of the current river condi-
tions, but it could be signif-
icantly improved if there 
was more input from river 
users about local condi-
tions. 

That’s all from the Web-
master apart from a final 
farewell as a Committee 
member.  



 “some vessel owners 

are being caught off-

guard and their 

holding tanks have 

backed up from the 

extra galley water” 
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Plumbing Greywater into Blackwater Holding Tanks 

the vessel is days away 
from the nearest pump-out 
facility. 

Col Hill has suggested that 
the fitting of a level indica-
tor to the holding tank will 
provide an excellent indica-
tion of how full the black 
water tank is. This will help 
ensure that skippers are not 
caught off-guard with re-
gard when the holding tank
(s) should be pumped out. 

A picture of a typical level 
sensor is shown to the 
right. The sensor is mount-
ed vertically in the tank. As 
the level in the tank rises, a 
float rises up in the sensor, 
changing its resistance. 

This sensor is connected 
to a meter and the battery 
to provide a reading of 
how full the tank is. 

These sensors can be ob-
tained from a number of 
marine suppliers such as 
Whitworths. There are a 

Low greywater risk house-
boats and cruisers may 
have the option of plumb-
ing the galley sink into the 
blackwater holding tank. 
This is a relatively simple 
and inexpensive option, 
but, of course, not as flex-
ible as a processing system 
from our corporate mem-
ber Aerofloat. 

Plumbing of greywater 
into the blackwater hold-
ing tank means that the 
tank will fill much faster 
than when the tank was 
only used for blackwater. 

Some vessel owners are 
being caught off-guard 
and their holding tanks 
have backed up from the 
extra galley water. This 
means that both the sink 
and the toilet have been 
unavailable until the hold-
ing tank is pumped out.  

To the say the least, this 
can be  “inconvenient” if 

number of different mod-
els which have different 
length sensors to match 
different tank configura-
tions. 

Whether you decide to use 
a level indicator or not, it is 
still a good idea to estimate 
how quickly your tank will 
fill when storing both grey-
water and blackwater. 

The RMBOA website has 
a series of calculators that 
can be used to estimate the 
rate at which your holding 
tank will fill based on the 
number of people ob 
board, the type of toilets 
being used and how often 
you wash the dishes. 

There are also record 
sheets which can be used 
to record the amount of 
waste water that your ves-
sel is producing so that you 
can estimate when to pump
-out, even if you do not 
have a level meter. 

The Rambler 

By Mark Little 

Additional Greywater/Blackwater Inspectors 

Mannum Marine (Greenings Landing) — (08) 8569 1609 

The Marina Hindmarsh Island — (08) 8555 7300 

Mannum Slipway and Moorings — (08) 8569 1620 

Long Island Marina — (08) 8532 6900 

Justin Inglis (Berri Slipway) — 0407 277 161 

George Godz (Independent Surveyor) — 0407 921 162 

Leo Vette (Independent Surveyor) — 0428 330 405 

Bill Leonard (Independent Surveyor) — 0400 824 816 or (08) 8532 1304 

Andrew McFarlane (Independent Surveyor) — 0413 525 242 

mean that it is unnecessary for 

the RMBOA to continue con-

sideration about becoming 

licenced to carry out inspec-

tions, however, this is a deci-

The EPA has advised that the 

inspection trial has been ex-

panded to include inspectors 

who are not associated with 

the slipways. 

This expansion provides 

owners with the option of 

obtaining an independent 

inspection of any modifica-

tions; and to provide more 

coverage along the river. 

From a personal perspective, 

this expansion covers the 

concerns I had about the orig-

inal concept of the inspectors 

being confined to slipways. I 

believe that these changes 

By Mark Little 

sion for the members to 

make. 

The following inspectors are 

now part of the trial: 

Level Sensor 

Holding Tank Calculator: http://www.rmboa.org.au/calculators/blackwater_calculator.html 
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No one is around but me 
With my fishing boat 
And the beautiful sound of the birds 
It is so nice 
To have a place to come to 
Where I can 
Hear the sound of the birds 
And be left alone 
With no one disturbing me 
Misty River 
This is my special place 
And by afternoon 
No clouds I will see 
The birds are beautiful 
Their song is just beautiful like mother nature intended it to be 
If nobody else appreciates this Misty River 
I do 
Misty River 
I will die for you 
Misty River 
I will shed my tears for you 
I have been coming here for so long now 
Misty River  

 

 - Aldo Kraas 
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Misty River 

Photograph by Mark Little 

Send photos for inclusion in “Our Mighty Murray” to the 

webmaster@rmboa.org.au 

Where is the AGM & How Do I Get There? 

grapes vines, you know 
that you will be turning 
towards the river. Look for 
Hogwash Road and turn 
down it. 

Turn left just before the 
start of the vines and travel 
down the road until you 
see the road that goes 
down towards the river 
bank (see image from 
Google Earth above for 
more details). 

Members may start arriv-
ing from Friday afternoon. 

There will be a subsidised 
evening meal for members 
on the Saturday night. 

The Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) and Mini-
Amble will be held at Cau-
do Vineyard. Members 
may come by river or land. 

By river, the winery is 
located on the bend 
downstream of Hogwash 
Bend which is between 
Cadell and Lock 2. Look 
for all the boats and the 
RMBOA Banner. If you 
are still unsure, use Chan-
nel 24 UHF CB to contact 
other members. 

By road, you have to get 
on the Cadell-Waikerie 
Road. When you see 

Please bring your own table 
and chairs. 

Catering will be provided 
by the Cadell Club and 
some Caudo wines will be 
provided. Please be sure to 
support them as much as 
you can when you visit. 

The AGM will be at 
10:30am on the Sunday for 
an 11:00am start. 

After the AGM, there will 
be a free sausage sizzle. 

The 2009 River Ramble 
stopped at Caudo Vineyard 
on its way to Waikerie. A 
great night was had by all 

and there is no reason why 
this will not be another 
great stay. 

It is expected that river 
flow will still be relatively 
high, so if you are coming 
by boat, please ensure that 
you have enough fuel as 
there is no fuel at Caudo 
Vineyard. There is fuel at 
Morgan and Waikerie, but 
it is some distance uphill 
from the river. 

If you are coming to the 
AGM/Mini-Amble, please 
contact RSVP as per the 
form mailed to all mem-
bers. 

Event Locations: http://www.rmboa.org.au/event_maps.html 

http://www.caudovineyard.com.au 

RSVP by 

28th 

October 
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Memories Invoked By The Closure Of  Mallyons 

Where is the XMAS Party & How Do I Get There? 

will be a subsided event in 
the Cooper’s Bar of the 
Mannum Club — some 
drinks will be provided. 

As usual, Santa will be vis-
iting and if you would like 
to receive a present from 
Santa, then you will need to 
provide a gift to Santa for a 
person of the same gender. 

Gifts should be no more 
than about $10. In previous 
years, there have been a 
wide range of novel 
(XMAS ties with flashing 
lights) to the practical 
(LED flashlights, cooking 
accessories and boating 
related items). 

The RMBOA XMAS Par-
ty Mini-Amble will be held 
in its traditional loca-
tion—the Mary Ann Re-
serve in Mannum. Boats 
can moor along the re-
serve or in front of the 
bowling club. 

Unlike previous years, the 
party itself will not be held 
in the Lions Shelter. In-
stead, it will be held in the 
nearby Mannum Club. 
Members will be able to 
keep a watch on their 
boats as they enjoy the 
party. 

Similar to the Saturday 
evening meal prior to the 
AGM, the XMAS Party 

If you intend to attend the 
XMAS Party please RSVP 
as per the form mailed to 
all members. 

The Rambler 

two baby boys. William and 
George became friends and 
after arriving in Australia 
set about working together.  

George and Rebecca set 
up home at Yass in NSW 
and William and George 
became cattle drovers. In 
1842 they were bringing 
cattle from Queensland to 
Overland Corner. Near 
Lake Victoria on the Rufus 
River, which is between 
Mildura and Renmark, they 
were set upon by aborigi-
nes and George was killed. 
William continued on and 

The closing of Mallyon’s 
leads me to reminisce on 
my Great Great Grandfa-
ther, the same William 
Mallyon after which the 
restaurant is named. 

William Mallyon was 
born in Gouldhurst, Kent 
in 1812 and at the age of 
25 came to Australia on 
the ship “Westminster”. 
On board was his brother 
Richard and another 
young man called George 
Britcher who was emigrat-
ing with his 18 year old 
wife Rebecca and their 

delivered the cattle, and no 
longer having a droving 
partner, stayed and worked 
at Markaranka for a while. 

One can wonder at his 
turmoil and feelings, be-
cause he returned to Yass 
and eventually married the 
widow Rebecca Britcher 
and returned to South Aus-
tralia with Rebecca and the 
two boys to set up as a car-
rier in Gawler, where he 
stayed and reared a further 
five children. 

In 1862 he returned to the 
River land and became the 

licensee of the “Rest Ye 
and Be Thankful” hotel at 
Weston’s Flat, near Morgan 
and remained there for five 
years. 

He then moved back close 
to Adelaide and took on 
the East Torrens Hotel, 
now called the Tower Ho-
tel. He was only there for 3 
years before moving to the 
Semaphore Hotel where he 
stayed until he died in 
1886. 

William and Rebecca are 
buried in the North Road 
Cemetery.  

By Tim Potter 

RSVP by 

26th 

November 
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For Sale / Advertisements / Items Of  Interest 

The RMBOA welcomes 

the following new mem-

bers since the last edi-

tion of The Rambler: 

Peter & Sarah Briggs 

of the vessel Izabella. 

John & Judy Pearce of 

the vessel The Flagship. 

Peter & Lynda Lovell 

of the vessel Emily Lowe. 

Sharon & Terry 

McCade of the vessel 

Ebony and Ivory. 

Terry Morton & Judith 

Flint of the vessel Jennie 

D. 

Private advertisements of one column or less are free to personal and family members, subject to available space. Other ads by negotiation.  

Please Note: - The RMBOA is not in a position to determine whether items are accurately described or whether they represent value for money. While it 

is Seller’s duty to be honest about what they are selling (Caveat Venditor—Let The Seller Beware), it is also the buyer’s responsibility to determine if the 

goods are fit for purpose and represent good value (Caveat Emptor—Let The Buyer Beware). 

Volume 29,  Issue 4 

SA Public Holidays 

The Rambler 

New Members 

3rd October 2011—

Labour Day 

26th December 2011—

Christmas Day 

27th December 2011—

Proclamation Day 

2nd January 2012—New 

Years Day 

The winners of the article 

competition for this edition 

of The Rambler are  Richard 

Rol and Simon Vanstone. 

Richard and Simon will not 

be receiving a membership 

renewal notice next year as 

they have won free member-

ship for the membership year 

2012-2013. 

A special commendation and 

thanks to Tim Potter who 

was a winner in the last edi-

Unusual Attire at the Mallyons Farewell Luncheon 

tion and has taken the time 

to provide another very 

interesting article for this 

edition. Well done, Tim! 

The competition may be 

run next year, so start prac-

ticing now by writing a 

small article and email it to 

the Webmaster for publica-

tion. 

webmaster@rmboa.org.au 

Article Competition Winners FOR SALE 

Marine Toilet, Jabsco, 

complete with hand 

pump/macerator. 

A great toilet for boats 

(where permitted). $55 

ono. 

Phone  John  on 

8296 7757 or email 

bealey43@bigpond.com 

FOR SALE 

BOSSA NOVA 

Houseboat moored at 

Kingston-On-Murray. 

Phone David & Helen 

Goodall on 8295 1948 

Articles Wanted 

Articles of how to reduce 

the use of water in the 

galley by choice of meals 

and/or (legal) methods of 

reducing water use in the 

galley will be of great inter-

est to members. 

This may include using 

frozen meals such as Lite  

n’ Easy™ meals or even 

creating your own frozen 

meals. The containers used 

to cook the meals can be 

used as the plate, reducing 

the washing up. 



The River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) is a group who enjoy the 

Murray for its beauty, wildlife, vegetation, recreational qualities and priceless value to our country. 

Its aims and objectives are to: 

Assist in protecting the River Murray and its environs from all forms of  damage, pollution and 

destruction by the education and self-discipline of  all who use it. 

Communicate with members and boat owners; to keep them informed of  relevant develop-

ments and to liaise with governments and instrumentalities having any form of  control over the 

river and its environment. 

Arrange, manage and co-ordinate functions of  recreation, education and conservation surround-

ing the river, to benefit members and other users of  the river. 

PO Box 3202 

Melbourne St 

North Adelaide 5006 

Phone: (08) 8269 1530 

Email: 

  secretary@rmboa.org.au 

Website: 

  www.rmboa.org.au 

Upcoming RMBOA Events (Subject to Change) 

Annual General Meeting (AGM)/Mini-Amble —5th & 6th November 2011 

A Mini-Amble will be held at Caudo Vineyard. The AGM on Sunday, the 5th November. Gathering time for the AGM is 10:30am for 

an 11:00am start. Nominations for Committee close on the 22nd October 2011. A $15 deposit per membership is required for the 

Saturday night meal (including some wine). Members who reserve and attend will have the deposit credited against their subscription 

next year. The post-AGM Sausage Sizzle is free. 

XMAS Party/Mini-Amble—3rd & 4th December 2011 

The Mini-Amble/XMAS Party will held at the Mary Ann Reserve, River Lane, Mannum. The XMAS Party will held at noon on Sun-

day, the 4th December in the Coopers Bar of the Mannum Community Club. A $15 deposit per membership is required for the Sun-

day lunch. Members who reserve and attend will have the deposit credited against their subscription next year. 

If you would like Santa to bring you a present, you will need to help Santa out by bringing a novelty gift/present to the value of 

$5~$10 for a person of the same gender. 

Pre-Ramble Meeting —(To Be Confirmed) 

This meeting for those members going on the Ramble will be held at the Tower Hotel, Magill. As usual, there is an optional pre-

meeting dinner at 6pm, followed by the meeting at 8pm. Ramble data packs will be handed out at this meeting. 

2012 River Ramble—10th April 2012 (To Be Confirmed) 

The 2012 River Ramble is expected to commence on Tuesday, 10th April at Waikerie, although this will need to be confirmed by the 

2011-2012 Committee. 



Election of  the Management 

Committee for the Membership 

Year 2011/2012 

All positions on the River Murray Boat Owners Association (RMBOA) are open for re-election. These 

positions consist of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and five (5) ordinary commit-

tee members. Elections will take place at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) to held at Caudo’s Win-

ery on the 6th November 2011, 10:30 am for an 11:00 am start. There will be vacancies. 

NOMINATION FORM 

 

I, ________________________________________ (please print name) being a financial member of the River Boat Owners Asso-

ciation of South Australia Inc. hereby wish to nominate for the Management Committee of the Association for the position of: 
 

_______________________________________________ (print position name). 

 

Signed (Nominee) ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

 

 

I, ________________________________________ (please print name) being a financial member of the River Boat Owners Asso-

ciation of South Australia Inc. hereby wish to second this nomination. 

 

Signed (Seconder) ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Completed nomination forms must be posted to the address below, or scanned and sent to the Secretary by the close of business on 

Friday 23th October 2011. Nominations can be emailed (secretary@rmboa.org.au) or posted to the address below: 

RMBOA 

PO Box 3202 

Melbourne Street 

North Adelaide 5006. 

NOMINATION FORM 

 

I, ________________________________________ (please print name) being a financial member of the River Boat Owners Asso-

ciation of South Australia Inc. hereby wish to nominate for the Management Committee of the Association for the position of: 
 

_______________________________________________ (print position name). 

 

Signed (Nominee) ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

 

 

I, ________________________________________ (please print name) being a financial member of the River Boat Owners Asso-

ciation of South Australia Inc. hereby wish to second this nomination. 

 

Signed (Seconder) ______________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 


