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were sighted rarely, but we 
chose to moor each night in 
towns where we knew there 
would be no danger of snags. 

We left Wellington at 
5.45am on 31st January with 
the slight wind behind us 
until we were almost across 
the Lake. Then a SW breeze 
blew up, but it presented us 
with no problems. 

I   sat up on the top  deck for 
most of the morning, until 
high temperatures sent me 
inside to the air-conditioned 
coolness. 

Negotiating the entrance to 
the Hindmarsh Island Marina 
proved to be the trickiest part 
of our 7 day trip. 

After  less than 7hrs to cross 
the Lake we were safely 
moored at our jetty in Went-
worth Parade. 

It  was  our best trip down the 
Murray. 

Max and I have recently 
moved our 38ft cruiser 
Stealaway from Berri to 
Goolwa, leaving Berri on 
the 25th January 2011. 

I was very apprehensive 
about our journey, 
with 70,000 mega-litres 
flowing over Lock 4 on our 
first day but my concerns 
were unfounded. 

The river is so beautiful at 
the moment, with trees we 
thought were dead on previ-
ous trips, covered with new 
growth. What a delight to 
see all the backwaters full 
of water and be-
ing serenaded by the prolif-
ic birdlife.. 

We have been cruising the 
Murray for 6 years and it 
was wonderful not to have 
to worry about sandbars and 
low water. 

The flow meant we cruised 
at 1800 rpm averaging 10.5 
kph for the entire trip. 

Due to my Fathers death on 
our second day, 
I abandoned ship, leaving 
Max to continue on alone 
without any problems. I was 
able to re-join him a few 
days later and video the 
beauty of the river. 

Floating debris, fallen trees 
and collapsed banks 
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